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December 3, 2009

Subject:  Wekiva Parkway Public Workshop in East Lake County
                For Review and Discussion of Service Road Concept
 
This notification is to advise you that District Five of the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the Orlando-
Orange County Expressway Authority (OOCEA) will be conducting a public workshop in east Lake County to discuss a 
preliminary service road concept as a part of the proposed Wekiva Parkway project.  Information on the public workshop 
is provided below:

 
                                                                 Location:  Sorrento Christian Center

                                                                               32441 County Road 437
                                                                               Sorrento, Florida 32776              

                                                                 Date:  Thursday, December 17, 2009
                                                                    Time:  5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (EST)

Members of the Wekiva Parkway 
study team will have displays and 
information at the workshop, and 
will be available to discuss the 
service road concept and answer 
any questions from the public.  
Brian Hutchings, Public 
Involvement Coordinator, may be 
contacted by anyone needing more 
information or special 
accommodations under the 
Americans With Disabilities Act of 
1990.  He can be reached at: 
   

  (Tele) 407.383.5817 
  (Fax) 407.690.5033 
  (E-mail) construction@oocea.com
  or write to 
  4974 ORL Tower Road 
  Orlando, FL 32807  

Special accommodation requests 
under the Americans With 
Disabilities Act should be made at 
least seven (7) days prior to the 
public workshop.  A map showing 
the location of the public workshop 
site is provided to the right.

Public participation is solicited 
without regard to race, color, 
religion, gender, age, national 
origin, disability, or family status.
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December 2, 2009

Subject:  Wekiva Parkway Public Workshop in East Lake County
                For Review and Discussion of Service Road Concept
 
Dear Resident, Property Owner or Tenant:

This notification is to advise you that District Five of the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the Orlando-
Orange County Expressway Authority (OOCEA) will be conducting a public workshop in east Lake County to discuss a 
preliminary service road concept as a part of the proposed Wekiva Parkway project.  Information on the public workshop 
is provided below:

Location:  Sorrento Christian Center
              32441 County Road 437
              Sorrento, Florida 32776 

             Date:  Thursday, December 17, 2009
         Time:  5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (EST)

Members of the Wekiva Parkway 
study team will have displays and 
information at the workshop, and 
will be available to discuss the 
service road concept and answer 
any questions from the public.  
Brian Hutchings, Public 
Involvement Coordinator, may be 
contacted by anyone needing more 
information or special 
accommodations under the 
Americans With Disabilities Act of 
1990.  He can be reached at: 
   

  (Tele) 407.383.5817 
  (Fax) 407.690.5033 
  (E-mail) construction@oocea.com
  or write to 
  4974 ORL Tower Road 
  Orlando, FL 32807  

Special accommodation requests 
under the Americans With 
Disabilities Act should be made at 
least seven (7) days prior to the 
public workshop.  A map showing 
the location of the public workshop 
site is provided to the right.

Public participation is solicited 
without regard to race, color, 
religion, gender, age, national 
origin, disability, or family status.
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CH2M HILL
225 E. Robinson St., Suite 505
Orlando, FL  32801-4321

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ENCLOSED
ON WEKIVA PARKWAY PUBLIC WORKSHOP

Wekiva Parkway Public Workshop
in East Lake County

Wekiva Parkway Public Workshop
in East Lake County

Thursday, December 17, 2009
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (EST)
Sorrento Christian Center
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District Five of the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the Orlando-Orange County Expressway 
Authority (OOCEA) will conduct a public workshop on the preliminary Service Road Concept in east Lake County 
developed in the Wekiva Parkway Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study.     

Information on the date, time and location of the public workshop is as follows:  

Date:  December 17, 2009 

               Time:  5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (EST) 

      Location:  Sorrento Christian Center 
                     32441 County Road 437 
                    Sorrento, Florida 32776 

This workshop is being held to inform the general public of the project’s progress and to solicit feedback in regard to the 
preliminary Service Road Concept.  Display boards and other relevant information will be available at the workshop for 
public review.  Members of the study team will be available to provide assistance and answer questions.  The format of 
the meeting will be informal.  The public is invited to attend at any time during the workshop to review the project 
information, ask questions, and discuss any ideas or concerns with members of the study team.   

 
 
 

Public comment forms will be available at 
the workshop.  Written comments may be 
submitted at the workshop or mailed to: 

Brian Hutchings 
Public Information Officer 
4974 ORL Tower Road 
Orlando, Florida 32807 

Written comments may also be sent to  
construction@oocea.com  
or by fax at 407.690.5033. Anyone with 
questions or needing special accommodations 
under the Americans With Disabilities Act of 
1990 should contact him by telephone at 
407.383.5817 or by writing to the above 
address. Special accommodation requests 
pursuant to the Americans With Disabilities 
Act should be made at least seven (7) days 
prior to the workshop. 

Your attendance at this public workshop is 
encouraged and any comments made will be 
appreciated. 

Public participation is solicited 
without regard to race, color, 
religion, gender, age, national 
origin, disability, or family status. 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP IN EAST LAKE COUNTY 
ON PRELIMINARY SERVICE ROAD CONCEPT  

WEKIVA PARKWAY PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT STUDY 
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WEKIVA PARKWAY PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
Authorized in 2004 by the Florida legislature in the Wekiva Parkway and Protection Act (the Act), the 27-
mile Wekiva Parkway would:  
 
• Complete the Western Beltway (State Road 429) around metropolitan Orlando; 
• Provide an alternative to Interstate 4;  
• Relieve SR 46, US 441 and other local roads of traffic congestion between Orange, Lake and 

Seminole Counties; 
• Improve safety to reduce vehicle crash fatalities, particularly on SR 46;   
• Develop a transportation facility that minimizes impacts to Wekiva River Basin resources, and that 

specifically improves wildlife habitat connectivity between conservation lands and reduces vehicle- 
wildlife conflicts. 

 
The parkway will help to protect area resources in several ways:  

• Elevated Parkway: In Lake and Seminole counties the roadway will replace segments of existing 
SR 46, one of the deadliest roads in Florida for both people and wildlife. Elevating portions of the 
roadway is expected to greatly reduce vehicle collisions with animals.  

• Extensive Wildlife Crossings and Longer Bridges: Currently, two wildlife tunnels under SR 46 
in east Lake County provide a total of 78 ft. of safe crossing for hundreds of animals. The Wekiva 
Parkway project would replace the tunnels with two wildlife bridges totaling nearly 6,000 ft. in 
length -- more than 76 times the current crossing space. These new bridges will enhance habitat 
connectivity by allowing more animals to safely move between the Rock Springs Run State 
Reserve and the Seminole State Forest.  Another 800 ft. long bridge is planned for the 
Neighborhood Lakes conservation property to allow wildlife to move east/west to and from the 
Rock Springs Run State Reserve. In addition, the parkway would replace the existing 561 ft. 
Wekiva River bridge with one about 2,150 ft. in length.  

• Realigning County Road 46A: Closing the portion of existing CR 46A which passes through the 
Seminole State Forest will reduce the number animals harmed by vehicles and provide habitat 
connectivity in the forest. The realigned CR 46A would connect to SR 46 further to the west, 
outside the forest. 

The preliminary engineering and environmental study (referred to as a PD&E Study) for the Wekiva 
Parkway was initiated in 2005 under the joint management of the Orlando-Orange County Expressway 
Authority (OOCEA) and Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Five.  OOCEA and 
FDOT have been working with local governments, state agencies such as the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, environmental interest groups, and federal agencies to make the Wekiva 
Parkway a reality.   

The expressway would begin at the planned SR 429 (Daniel Webster Western Beltway) and SR 414 
(John Land Apopka Expressway) interchange at US 441 in Apopka, go north and then east along the 
current SR 46 alignment and connect to Interstate 4 in Sanford. The project also includes widening and 
realignment of a segment of SR 46, which would begin at US 441 and SR 46 near Mount Dora, go east 
past Round Lake Road, and connect to the Wekiva Parkway in northwest Orange County. The Act 
requires that SR 46 in east Lake County west of the Wekiva River not be a continuous roadway. 

As recommended by the Lake County Commission, the Wekiva River Basin Commission and the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (in keeping with the mandates of the Act), the plans in east Lake 
County eliminate SR 46 as a through road from the Neighborhood Lakes area eastward to the Wekiva 
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River.  At the time the Act was passed, it was assumed the Wekiva Parkway would not be a tolled 
roadway.  However, after an extensive financial analysis estimated the total cost of construction of the 
parkway to be $1.8 billion and with declining transportation dollars available to FDOT, it became evident 
that the Wekiva Parkway from Apopka to Sanford would not be financially feasible without tolls.   
 
More recently, citizens in the east Lake County area who live and work along existing SR 46 expressed 
concerns over paying a toll for a local trip.  In mid 2009, OOCEA and FDOT began analyzing options to 
provide a non-tolled service road in east Lake County along the Wekiva Parkway route. In response to 
those citizen concerns, a service road concept has been developed.  Once public comment has been 
received, reviewed and incorporated, the service road concept will be included as a part of the PD&E 
Study.  
 
While the required planning process for the parkway is still underway, several key factors of the Act have 
been accomplished. In September 2008, OOCEA and several agency partners finalized the purchase of 
Pine Plantation, a 385 acre parcel in Orange County, the third large conservation parcel identified for 
acquisition. This, along with the 1,619 acre Neighborhood Lakes parcel in Lake and Orange Counties that 
was acquired in 2007, are important for environmental conservation and limiting development in the 
project area.  
 
Today, OOCEA and FDOT are continuing to coordinate with the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and awaiting their feedback on environmental documents.  FHWA approval of those documents 
is required before public hearings can be scheduled on the recommended Wekiva Parkway route. After 
years of engineering and environmental planning efforts, and nearly 300 agency and community meetings 
on the project, those public hearings will be an essential next step in gathering further community 
feedback on the proposed Wekiva Parkway.  Public hearings are anticipated to be held in Summer 2010 
and the PD&E Study may be completed in late 2010.  The final roadway design process would begin after 
the PD&E Study is complete, depending upon funding availability. 
 
 
 
 



 

EAST LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKSHOP 

WEKIVA PARKWAY PROJECT INFORMATION 

 

Background 
Based upon a cooperative effort between the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the 
Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority (OOCEA), a Project Development and 
Environment (PD&E) Study of the Wekiva Parkway (SR 429)/SR 46 Realignment Project began in 
2005.  The public workshops on Initial Roadway Alternatives for the proposed Wekiva Parkway 
project were held in Lake, Orange and Seminole Counties in the Fall of 2005.  After further analysis 
and evaluation, public workshops on Viable Alternatives (potential routes) were conducted in each 
of the three counties in the Summer of 2006.  Throughout 2007 and 2008, the study team worked to 
identify and further refine a roadway alignment for the overall project that now is known as the 
Recommended Preferred Alternative.   

More recently, citizens in the east Lake County area who live and work along existing SR 46 
expressed concerns over having to pay a toll for making a local trip.  In mid 2009, FDOT and 
OOCEA began analyzing options to provide a toll free service road in east Lake County along the 
Wekiva Parkway route. Discussion of the preliminary results of that evaluation by FDOT and 
OOCEA is the primary purpose of this workshop.   

 
Brief Description of Service Road Concept in East Lake County 
The service road concept in east Lake County has been developed adjacent to the Wekiva Parkway 
route. It provides local residents a non-tolled alternative to the Wekiva Parkway when traveling 
between Mount Dora and the Sanford area.  Traffic and road access from Neighborhood Lakes to and 
across the Wekiva River would be similar to the existing SR 46. The preliminary concept has the 
service road north of and running parallel to the Wekiva Parkway. In order to remain 
environmentally sensitive and compatible, the preliminary service road concept is elevated in sections 
and includes wildlife bridges at the same locations as the Wekiva Parkway.  Please see the display 
boards which show the service road concept.  A member of the study team will assist you with 
further information. 
 
Preliminary Schedule 
The PD&E Study schedule currently envisions completion of the study in approximately 12 
months.  Estimated date for public hearings in Lake, Orange and Seminole Counties on the 
Recommended Preferred Alternative is the Summer of 2010.  It is estimated that the PD&E Study 
may be complete, with all required federal, state and local approvals, in late 2010.  Final design, 
right-of-way acquisition, and construction are not fully funded at this time, so the start and 
completion dates for those activities are currently undetermined.   

Page 1 of 2 (please see back for more information)            East Lake County Public Workshop (December 17, 2009) 



                

                      YOUR COMMENTS ARE IMPORTANT TO US! 

 
Comment Forms are available at the sign-in table.  You may fill out a form and return it at this public 
workshop, or you may take the form with you and mail it to the Public Involvement Coordinator, Wekiva 
Parkway PD&E Study, 4974 ORL Tower Road, Orlando, FL 32807.  You may also email your comments to 
construction@oocea.com or fax them to 407.690.5033.  Please send your comments by January 4, 2010. 
Wekiva Parkway project updates are available on the Internet at www.expresswayauthority.com. 

Your attendance at this workshop, and any comments you may have, are appreciated. 
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This PD&E Study schedule is intended to provide you with information of upcoming activities and events.  These dates are subject to change.

                       Public Workshop                                   Public Hearing
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