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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 26, 2005 CONTACT: Cragin Mosteller, (850) 245-2112

State Secures Land for Preservation of Wekiva River Basin

- Acquisition of first parcel targeted for conservation through Wekiva Parkway and Protection Act finalized-

ORLANDO — Acting of behalf of the State of Florida, the Orlando-
Orange County Expressway Authority finalized acquisition of the first
land parcel identified for protection in the Wekiva Parkway and
Protection Act signed by Governor Jeb Bush in June 2004. A perpetual
conservation easement over more than 1,500 acres will protect
environmentally sensitive land from future development in the New

Garden Coal parcel located within the Wekiva River Basin.

“The Wekiva Parkway strikes a delicate balance between environmental
protection and economic growth, providing relief for motorists and
protection for Florida’s land and waters,” said Department of
Environmental Protection Secretary Colleen M. Castille. “This agreement
provides the first installment for safeguarding black bear habitat and
natural freshwater springs while meeting regional transportation needs.”

In 2004, the Florida Legislature approved the landmark Wekiva Parkway
and Protection Act to build an expressway through the Wekiva River
basin adopting recommendations of a task force appointed by Governor
Bush. The Wekiva Parkway, which connects State Road 429 in Apopka
to Interstate 4 in Sanford, includes a host of environmental safeguards,
including the preservation of nearly 10,000 acres of wetlands and
wildlife habitat and elevating the road across environmentally sensitive

areas.

The Expressway Authority reached an agreement with the Wekiva River

Mitigation Bank LLC to protect land within the New Garden Coal parcel in
May 2005. The parcel was recently established as a Mitigation Bank with
a conservation easement over a majority of the 1,553 acres, excluding a
required right-of-way for the Wekiva Parkway.

The New Garden Coal land will adjoin the Wekiva-Ocala Greenway,
which will form a continuous 75,000-acre conservation corridor linking
the Wekiva Springs State Park, Rock Springs Run State Reserve, Lower
Wekiva River Aquatic Preserve, Hontoon Island State Park and the Ocala
National Forest when complete. The State of Florida began acquiring
property in the Wekiva-Ocala Greenway in the 1960s. For more

information, visit www.dep.state.fl.us.

“The Wekiva Parkway strikes a
delicate balance between
environmental protection and
economic growth, providing relief
for motorists and protection for
Florida’s land and waters.”

~ Colleen M. Castille
Secretary


http://www.dep.state.fl.us/

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
Regulatory Division
P.O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, F} 32232-0019

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

CECW-LRD JUN 2 2 2057

PUBLIC NOTICE

Availability of the Draft Atlantic & Gulf Coastal Plain Regional
Supplement to the 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual

The U.S, Army Coips of Engineers, Jacksonville District, announces the availabitity of the Draft Atlantic & Gulf
Coastal Plain Regional Supplement to the 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual {(Environmental Laboratory 1987).
This draft was developed by regional expert delineators with input from state and Federal agencies, academia and
other local experts. It is being peer reviewed by a panel of independent scientists, the report from which will be
available upon request. This draft is also being field tested by interagency teams of state and Federal agencies to
determine the clarity and ease of use of the document and whether its use will result in any spatial changes in wetland
jurisdiction for Clean Water Act Section 404 purposes

We are specifically seeking public input, including scientific information/data, on the proposed hydrology, soils and
vegetation indicators and data collection procedures in this draft document. Reviewers may wish to field test this
manuat as part of the public comment procedure. The protocol for this testing is to perform wetland delineations
using both the 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual and this draft regional supplement on the same data points.
Reviewers should include data sheets from both the manual and the draft supplement, maps indicating data coilection
points (upland and wetland), and a completed questionnaire for each delineation point. The draft, along with the
testing protocol and questionnaire, may be located at: hitp://www.nsace.army.mil/cw/cecwo/reg/reg supp.iitm

Comments must be submitted by August 22, 2007, to Ms. Katherine Trott (CECW-LRD), U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, 441 G. Street, NW, Washington DC 20314-1000 or by e-mail to [987Manual@usace.army.mil. Another
public notice wilt be issued by this district announcing the publication of the final supplement and the
implementation date of this supplement. All comments shall be sent to the address above, but if you need further
information or clarification, you may contact Stuart L. Santos at the letterhead address or by telephone at 904-232-
2018.
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