
Public HearingPublic Hearing

Wekiva Parkway (S.R. 429)/S.R. 46 Realignment
Project Development and Environment Study

Orange, Lake, and Seminole Counties, Florida
Financial Project Numbers: 238275-1 and 240200-1

October 26, 2010 (Orange County)
October 27, 2010 (Lake County)

October 28, 2010 (Seminole County)
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Purpose of Public Hearing

 Share information
 Describe the proposed 

improvements
• Roadway improvements
• Interchange modifications
• Section 4(f) determination

 Opportunity for input
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Public Hearing Sessions

 Session 1 (Orange County)
October 26, 2010
VFW Post No. 10147
519 S. Central Ave., Apopka

 Session 2 (Lake County)
October 27, 2010 
Lake Receptions
4425 N. Highway 19A, Mount Dora

 Session 3 (Seminole County)
October 28, 2010 
Sanford Civic Center
401 E. Seminole Blvd., Sanford

 5 p.m. to 8 p.m
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Agenda

 Introduction
 Public Hearing Presentation

• Project Description
• Project Alternatives
• Proposed Build Alternative
• Evaluation of Alternatives
• Next Steps

 10 Minute Break
 Public Comment Period
 Conclusion
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4 Ways to Provide Comments:
1. Make a oral statement to the 

court reporter.
2. Prepare a written statement 

on the comment form 
provided.

3. Make a oral statement 
during this formal portion.

4. Written comments and 
exhibits may be mailed or 
emailed following the 
hearing.
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Public Comments



Written comments, exhibits and/or statements must be postmarked 
by November 8, 2010 or e-mailed by November 8, 2010
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Mr. Brian Hutchings, Public Information Officer
OOCEA
4974 ORL Tower Road
Orlando, FL  32807 
Phone: (407) 383-5817
E-mail: construction@oocea.com

Public Comments



Today’s Public Comment Period

 Give oral comments 
during the public 
comment period tonight
• Complete and return 

Speaker Request Card 
prior to making a recorded 
statement

• Speakers will be taken in 
the order which the 
Speaker Request Cards 
were received

• 2 Minutes per speaker
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Public Notices

 Florida Administrative Weekly
 Newspaper Ads
 Notifications Letters

• 14,000 property owners and 
interested individuals

• Over 200 elected or appointed 
officials and agency representatives

 FDOT Public Meetings Website
http://www.dot.state.fl.us

 Expressway Authority Website
http://www.expresswayauthority.com
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Hearing Compliance

 U.S.C. Title 23 Section 128
 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969

• 23 CFR 771: Environmental Impact
• 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508: Protection of Environment

 Executive Orders
• 11593: Protection and Enhancement of Cultural 

Environment
• 11988: Floodplain Management
• 11990: Protection of Wetlands
• 12898: Environmental Justice

 Federal Aid Policy Guide
 Section 339.155, Florida Statutes
 Chapter 120, Florida Statutes
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Hearing Compliance

 Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related 
statutes

 Title VIII, Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended
 Inquiries or complaints can be submitted to:

• Lorie Wilson, District Title VI Coordinator 
719 South Woodland Blvd., DeLand, FL 32720
(386)943-5346

• Charlotte Thomas, State Title VI Coordinator
Equal Opportunity Office, 605 Suwannee St., MS 65
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450
(850)414-4753

 Public Participation is encouraged and solicited 
without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sex, 
age, national origin, disability or family status
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Hearing Compliance

 Right-of-Way Acquisition 
Process
• Federal Funding:
 Section 339.09, Florida Statutes
 Uniform Relocation Assistance 

and Real Property Acquisition Act 
of 1970 (Public Law 91-646, as 
amended by Public Law 100-17)

• Expressway Authority Funding:
 Chapter 348, Part V, Florida 

Statutes
 Chapters 73 and 74, Florida 

Statutes
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1986 Start Northwest Beltway Part B Study
1989 Northwest Beltway Part B Study Approved by FDOT

2002
Wekiva Basin Area Task Force 

S.R. 429 Working Group

2003 Wekiva River Basin Coordinating Committee

2004
Wekiva Parkway & Protection Act 

Wekiva River Basin Commission

2005 Wekiva Parkway (SR 429)/
SR 46 Realignment PD&E Study
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Project Background



Project Background

 PD&E Jointly Managed
• FDOT District Five & OOCEA
• FHWA

 Project Coordination
• Orange, Lake and Seminole Counties
• Cities of Apopka, Mount Dora, Sanford
• Seminole County Expressway Authority
• METROPLAN Orlando
• Lake-Sumter Metropolitan Planning 

Organization
• Others
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PD&E Study Process
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Public Involvement Program

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Initial Alternatives Public Workshops
in Apopka, Mount Dora and Sanford

Viable Alternatives Public Workshops
in Apopka, Mount Dora and Sanford

Service Road Concept Public Workshop
in Sorrento
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Public Hearing
in Apopka, Mount Dora and Sanford



Public Involvement Program

Approximately 300 meetings with public, elected officials and 
government agencies (2005-2010)

Public information outreach on Expressway Authority project website
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Draft Environmental Assessment
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Available for download on http://www.expresswayauthority.com
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Project Description



Wekiva Parkway 
Study Area

Project Need

Need for:
 Regional 

system 
connectivity

 Improved east-
west roadway 
capacity 
between Lake 
County and 
Seminole 
County

Currently Congested
Congested by 2035
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Project Purpose and Need

 Complete the 
Western Beltway 
(S.R. 429)

 Provide an efficient 
east-west roadway

 Improve safety
 Minimize impacts to 

the Wekiva Basin 
Area

 Improve wildlife 
habitat connectivity

 Reduce vehicle-
wildlife conflicts
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SR 429/SR 414 John 
Land Apopka 
Expressway



 Wekiva Parkway
• Approximately 20.9 Miles
• From planned S.R. 

429/S.R. 414 interchange 
to S.R. 417/I-4 
interchange

 SR 46 Realignment
• Approximately 4.8 Miles
• From U.S. 441/S.R. 46 

interchange to Wekiva 
Parkway

 CR 46A Realignment
• Approximately 2.72 Miles
• From existing C.R. 46A to 

existing S.R. 46

Project Location Map

Begin 
Project

S.R. 46 Realignment 
Study Area

C.R. 46A
Realignment

Wekiva Parkway 
Study Area
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SR 429/SR 414 John 
Land Apopka 
Expressway
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Project Alternatives



Project Location Aerial Map
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Constraints Map
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Project Study Area
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S.R. 46 
Realignment 
Study Area

Wekiva 
Parkway 

Study Area



Early Alternatives Considered

 Alternatives Considered
• Signals, intersections and interchange 

improvements
• Multi-Modal alternatives (bus, rail, transit, etc.)
• S.R. 46 widening

 Results
• Did not provide adequate transportation capacity
• Did not meet the purpose and need of the project
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Evaluate
Reduce

Alignments

Evaluate
Reduce

Initial
Alternatives

Evaluate
Finalize

Viable
Alternatives

Recommendation
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Alternatives Development Process



Alignments

 Identified to 
minimize and 
avoid impacts to 
environmentally 
sensitive areas
• 52 in Orange 

County
• 10 in Lake County
• 6 in Seminole 

County
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Orange
County

Lake
County

Seminole
County

Seminole
County



Initial Alternatives (2005)

 Initial Alternatives Public Workshops in 
November 2005

 Based on public and agency input, Initial 
Alternatives were refined to identify Viable 
Alternatives
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Viable Alternatives (2006)

 Viable Alternatives Public Workshops in 
July and August 2006

 Resulted in development of refined 
alternatives based on stakeholders input
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Proposed Build Alternative (2007)
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Proposed Build Alternative (2008-2009)

Service Road



Proposed Build Alternative (2010)
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Lake 
County 

East

Lake 
County 

East

Seminole 
County

Seminole 
County

Lake County 
West

Lake County 
West
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Study Area Segments

Orange 
County
Orange 
County
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Orange County

Orange 
County
Orange 
County

Begin
Project



Wekiva Parkway
From U.S.441 north to Lake County

Future 
6-Lane Expressway
when needed

4-Lane Expressway
Initially

24 ft 24 ft64 ft

36 ft 36 ft40 ft
300 ft
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Orange County 

Wekiva Parkway

37

37
37

U.S. 441 
Interchange in 
Apopka



Mainline Toll 
Plaza

Orange County 

Wekiva Parkway
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Kelly Park Rd 
Interchange
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Orange County 

Wekiva Parkway



Orange County

Wekiva Parkway
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Systems 
Interchange
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Lake County West
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Lake County 
West

Lake County 
West

41



42

6-lane 
Reconstruction

6-lane 
Reconstruction

New 4-lane
Realignment

R
ou

nd
 L

ak
e 

R
d

42

S.R. 46 Reconstruction and Realignment
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S.R. 46 Reconstruction 
From U.S. 441 to east of Round Lake Road

6-Lane Roadway 
Controlled Access

36 ft 22 ft 36 ft

130 ft



S.R. 46 Realignment 
From east of Round Lake Road to Systems Interchange

Future 
6-Lane Expressway
when needed

4-Lane Expressway
Initially

24 ft 24 ft64 ft

36 ft 36 ft40 ft

300 ft
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Lake County West

S.R. 46

45

U.S. 441 
Interchange in 
Mount Dora
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Transition 
East of Round 
Lake Road

Lake County West

S.R. 46



Lake County 
East

Lake County 
East
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Wekiva ParkwayWekiva Parkway

47

Lake County East



Wekiva Parkway

4-Lane 
Expressway with 
Service Road 
(Expandable to
6-Lanes)

4-Lane Expressway
Initially
(Expandable to 6-
Lanes when needed)

24 ft 24 ft64 ft

36 ft 36 ft40 ft

300 ft

From Orange County to Neighborhood Lakes Interchange   

From Neighborhood Lakes Interchange to east of Wekiva River   
300 ft

24 ft

48



49

49

Wildlife Bridge #1Wildlife Bridge #1
Wildlife Bridge #2Wildlife Bridge #2

Wekiva River BridgeWekiva River Bridge

Floodplain BridgeFloodplain Bridge

Four Major Bridge Locations



Lake County East 

C.R. 46A

50

g
C.R. 46A 

Realignment
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2-Lane Rural Section
Initially

Future
4-Lane Rural Section
if needed

24 ft 20 ft

150 ft

24 ft 40 ft 24 ft

100 ft

150 ft 100 ft
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C.R. 46A Realignment
From S.R. 46 to Arundel Way



Lake County East

S.R. 46

52

Begin Two Way
Service Road
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Service Road
From Neighborhood Lakes Interchange to East of Wekiva River

Along North Side of Wekiva Parkway

36 ft 36 ft40 ft

300 ft
24 ft
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Seminole 
County

Seminole 
County

Wekiva Parkway`
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Seminole County
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Wekiva Parkway
With Frontage Roads

SR 46 Reconstruction

Wekiva Parkway
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Seminole County

International Parkway



4-Lane Expressway with Frontage Roads
(Expandable to 6-Lanes)

Wekiva Parkway
From Wekiva River to West of Orange Boulevard

28 ft 14 ft 36 ft 26 ft 36 ft 28 ft14 ft
260 ft
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6-Lane Expressway

36 ft 36 ft

226 ft
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Wekiva Parkway to I-4
From S.R. 46 to S.R. 417
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Interchange 
with S.R. 417 
and I-4

Seminole County

Wekiva Parkway
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Frontage 
Roads 
Transition 
with S.R. 46

Seminole County

Wekiva Parkway

Transition
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Wekiva Parkway
With Frontage Roads

Wekiva Parkway
With Frontage Roads

SR 46 Reconstruction

Wekiva Parkway

60

Seminole County



S.R. 46 Reconstruction 
From West of Orange Boulevard to I-4
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6-Lane Roadway 
Controlled Access

36 ft 22 ft 36 ft

200 ft
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Evaluation of Alternatives



No-Build Alternative

 No-Build Alternative must be 
considered

 No-Build Alternative assumes:
• Wekiva Parkway and S.R. 46 Realignment 

project is not built
• Only includes transportation projects in local 

and regional transportation plans with 
identified funding sources 
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No-Build Alternative

 With the No-Build Alternative, there 
would be: 
• No regional beltway system connection
• Increased traffic congestion
• S.R. 46 remains as a 2-lane roadway
• Increase in vehicle crashes 
• Increase in vehicle-wildlife conflicts
• Increase in carbon monoxide levels 
• Increase in emergency service response time
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 Social Environment
• Neighborhoods
• Community Cohesion
• Resident/Business Displacements
• Parcel Impacts
• Environmental Justice
• Access Management
• Foliage Nurseries

 Physical Environment
• Contamination Sites
• Air Quality
• Noise

 Cultural Environment
• Public Lands Section 4(f)
• Archaeological Resources
• Historic Resources Section 106

 Natural Environment
• Wetlands
• Floodplains
• Threatened and Endangered 

Species Section 7
• Wild and Scenic Rivers
• Farmlands
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Evaluation Criteria
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Evaluation Matrix



Social Environmental Impacts

 Proposed Build Alternative will impact 
approximately:
• 436 parcels
• 1,300 acres 
• 57 anticipated residential

displacements
• 9 anticipated business displacements
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Cultural Environmental Impacts

 Proposed Build Alternative will impact:
• Two historic resources

68

Pl
ym

ou
th

-S
or

re
nt

o 
R

d

Boch Rd

Haas Rd

Section 106

Section 4(f)



 Proposed Build Alternative impacts to 
Section 4(f) Resources:
• Publicly owned conservation lands
 Approximately 160 acres impacted
 Concurrence from Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection and Division of Forestry
• Wekiva River:
 Federally-designated Wild & Scenic River
 Coordination with National Park Service ongoing
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Cultural Environmental Impacts



Physical Environment Impacts
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 Proposed Build Alternative will: 
• Impact 5 potential contamination sites
• Meet air quality standards



Physical Environment Impacts

 Proposed Build Alternative will impact 
approximately:
• 250 noise sensitive sites in Orange, Lake and 

Seminole Counties
• Noise barrier walls are cost feasible in 3 

locations 
• Further noise analysis during final design 

phase
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Threatened & Endangered  
Species - Minimal Effects

Natural Environment Impacts

Wetland impacts - 98 Acres Floodplain impacts – 61 Acre-feet
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Preliminary Cost Estimate

Total Engineering & Construction Cost $1.4 Billion

Total Right-of-Way Cost $355 Million

Total Project Cost Estimated

$1.7 to $1.8 Billion

Preliminary
Cost Estimate

(2010 Dollars)
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Proposed Build Alternative Consistency

 Wekiva 
Parkway and 
Protection Act

 Local 
Comprehensive 
Plans
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Begin 
Projec

t
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Next Steps



Next Steps

 10-day comment period expires November 8, 2010
 Review public comments
 Make needed revisions
 Coordinate with local authorities
 Coordinate with Federal Highway Administration
 Complete project documents
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Next Steps
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 Receive Federal Highway Administration approval
 Publish “Acceptance” in local newspapers
 Conclude PD&E Study

Spring 2011



Funding

 Potential funding 
resources:
• Federal, state and local 

funds (if available)
• Expressway Authority 

(for tolled segments)
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Potential Project Schedule

PD&E Study

Final Design

Permitting

Right-of-Way

Construction

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

79



Your Comments Are Important
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Project Contact

Mr. Brian Hutchings, Public Information Officer
OOCEA
Phone: (407) 383-5817
E-mail: construction@oocea.com 

Written comments and questions can 
be mailed to:
Attention: Mr. Brian Hutchings
OOCEA
4974 ORL Tower Road
Orlando, FL  32807 
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10-Minute Break
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PUBLIC HEARING
Session 1 - October 26, 2010 in Apopka
Session 2 - October 27, 2010 in Mount Dora
Session 3 - October 28, 2010 in Sanford



Session 1 - October 26, 2010 in Apopka
Session 2 - October 27, 2010 in Mount Dora
Session 3 - October 28, 2010 in Sanford
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PUBLIC HEARING

Public Comment Period



Conclusion

The Public Hearing on the proposed Wekiva 
Parkway will not be officially closed until 
the conclusion of the third session.

 Session 1 - October 26, 2010 in Apopka
 Session 2 - October 27, 2010 in Mount Dora
 Session 3 - October 28, 2010 in Sanford
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