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AMENDED MINUTES 

CENTRAL FLORIDA EXPRESSWAY AUTHORITY 
BOARD MEETING 

March 8, 2018  
 

Location: Central Florida Expressway Authority 
4974 ORL Tower Road 

Orlando, FL 32807 
Board Room 

 
 
Board Members Present: 
Commissioner Fred Hawkins, Jr., Osceola County (Chairman) 
Jay Madara, Gubernatorial Appointment (Vice Chairman) 
Commissioner Brenda Carey, Seminole County (Treasurer) 
Commissioner Jim Barfield, Brevard County  
Mayor Buddy Dyer, City of Orlando  
Andria Herr, Gubernatorial Appointment 
Mayor Teresa Jacobs, Orange County 
S. Michael Scheeringa, Gubernatorial Appointment   
Commissioner Sean Parks, Lake County 
Commissioner Jennifer Thompson, Orange County 
 
Non-Voting Advisor Not Present: 
Paul Wai, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise 
 
Staff Present at Dais: 
Laura Kelley, Executive Director 
Joseph L. Passiatore, General Counsel 
Mimi Lamaute, Recording Secretary 
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Fred Hawkins, Jr.  
 
B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

• Mr. Chuck O’Neal requested that public comment on Item 6 - Concept, Feasibility & Mobility Study 
of the Osceola Parkway Extension be heard first because of the large number of individuals 
present to speak. 
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The Chairman polled the audience. Due to the large number of individuals present for comment on Item 6 -
Osceola Parkway Extension, the Board agreed to hear this item out of order.  
 
 
C.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Carey and seconded by Ms. Herr to approve the February 8, 
2018 Board Meeting Minutes as presented. The motion carried with ten (10) members present voting 
AYE by voice vote.  
 
 
D. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
The Consent Agenda was presented for approval. 
 
CONSTRUCTION 

 
1. Approval of Construction Contract Modifications on the following projects:  

a. Project 417-733 Ranger Construction Industries, Inc.       ($     851,490.11)  
b. Project 528-131 SEMA Construction, Inc.           $       77,813.40  
c. Project 528-313 Lane Construction Corp.     $     205,332.81 
d. Project 408-127 Lane Construction Corp.   $       26,411.83  
e. Project 429-204 Southland Construction, Inc.  $       84,354.75 
f. Project 599-626 United Signs & Signals, Inc.  $       23,510.71 
g. Project 429-206 GLF Construction Corp.   $     112,727.36 
  

2. Approval of Contract Award for SR 408 Aesthetic Coatings Renewal to Southern Road & Bridge, LLC, 
Project No. 599-734, Contract No. 001279 (Agreement Value: $3,471,026.00)   
 

3. Authorization to Advertise for Letters of Interest for Systemwide Construction Engineering Inspection 
(CEI) Services using CFX’s Small Sustainable Business Enterprise (SSBE) Program, Contract Nos. 
001368 and 001406 

 
ENGINEERING 
 
4. Approval of Geodata Consultants, Inc. as Subcontractor for the General Engineering Consultant 

Services (GEC) contract with Dewberry Engineers, Inc., Contact No. 001145 
 

5. Approval of Contract Award for Design Services SR 528 / SR 436 Interchange Improvements and SR 
528 Widening from SR 436 to Goldenrod Road to DRMP, Inc., Project 528-143, Contract No. 001314 
(Agreement Value: not-to-exceed $6,050,000.00) 
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INTERNAL AUDIT 
 

6. Acceptance of Internal Audit Reports: 
a. Prior Audit Recommendations Follow-up 
b. Procurement and Contract Billing Audits 
c. Safety and Maintenance Policies and Procedures Compliance Audit 
d. TRAILS Program Review 
e. DHSMV Data Security Assessment 
f. PCI Assessment with Report on Compliance  

 
LEGAL 
 
7. Approval of Corrected Amount Allocated for Design and Engineering in the Third-Party Funding 

Agreement with Osceola County  
 

8. Approval of Proposed Settlement of Supplemental Attorneys’ Fees with Vickie Davis d/b/a Bay Hills 
Equestrian Center in the amount of $2,000.00 for Parcels 197/897, Project 429-203 

 
9. Approval of Proposed Negotiated Settlement Agreement related to the leasehold interest of Diane 

Maxwell in the amount of $3,500.00 for Parcel 166, Project 429-203  
 

10. Approval of Proposed Mediated Settlement Agreement for all claims for compensation with Lee and 
Jennifer Shollenberger in the amount of $880,692.50 for Parcel 289, Parcels 287/887 and Parcel 890, 
Project 429-205  

 
11. Approval of Proposed Mediated Settlement Agreement of all claims with Solid LLC in the amount of 

$835,000.00 for Parcel 328, Project 429-206 
 

12. Approval of Offers of Judgment to Itay Guy in the amount of $10,000.00, Earl and Adelaida Wilson in 
the amount $3,500.00 and Freddie, Eula and Sandra Jones in the amount of $3,500.00 for Parcels 800 
(Part A & B), Project 429-202 

 
13. Approval of the Right of Way Transfer and Continuing Maintenance Agreement between Central 

Florida Expressway Authority and City of Apopka, Projects 429-604, 429-200, 429-200A and 414-210 
 

14. Approval of Real Estate Purchase Agreement between Greater Orlando Aviation Authority, City of 
Orlando and Central Florida Expressway Authority, Parcels 907-101, 801A, 801B, and 801C, Project 
907 

15. Approval of Purchase and Sale Agreement between All Aboard Florida – Operations, Greater Orlando 
Aviation Authority, City of Orlando and Central Florida Expressway Authority, Project 528-1240 
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MAINTENANCE 
 
16. Approval of Contract Award for SR 453 Landscape Improvements to LaFleur Nurseries & Garden 

Center, LLC, Project 429-825, Contract No. 001365 (Agreement Value: $1,450,000) 
 
 
TOLL OPERATIONS/TECHNOLOGY  

 
17. Approval to Execute an Agreement for Out of State Registered Vehicle Lookup with Law Enforcement 

Systems, LLC (LES), (Agreement Value: not-to-exceed $1,500,000.00)  
 

18. Approval of Purchase Order for sticker transponders to TransCore, LP (Agreement Value: 
$750,000.00) 

 
19. Approval of Purchase Order for Management Hosted Services to Cherwell Software, LLC, Project 599-

533 (Agreement Value: $131,800.00) 
 

20. Approval of Purchase Order for Ruggedcom RSG 2300 Field Ethernet Switch Equipment to Temple, 
Inc., Project 599-542 (Agreement Value: $132,540.00)  

 
21. Approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 5 with Egis Project, Inc. for Staffing for the Rental Car Pilot 

Project, Contract No. 001105 (Agreement Value: not-to-exceed $1,220,755.77) 
 

22. Approval of Product Purchase Agreement with TransCore, LP to purchase Transponders 
 

23. Approval of Contract Award to Traffic Control Devices, Inc. for Construction of Tolling Infrastructure for 
the Rental Car Pilot Project, Contract No. 001407 (Agreement Value: not-to-exceed $516,500.00) 

 
 

A motion was made by Ms. Herr and seconded by Mr. Madara to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously with ten (10) members present voting AYE by voice 
vote. 
 
E. REPORTS   
 

1. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

• Chairman Hawkins announced two project openings. On Friday March 9th at 10:00 a.m., the 

opening of the improved interchange at SR 528 and Innovation Way will take place.  On March 

31, the completion of CFX’s segments of the Wekiva Parkway will be celebrated with a 5K 

bridge run and a family fun run benefitting the Florida Wildlife Corridor. Registration is still open 

for these runs. 
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• Mayor Dyer stated that two house bills allowing the sale of Turnpike property to CFX are on 

today’s calendar. Hopefully, one or both will pass to the Senate.   

• In February, CFX staff and project teams met with more than 1,000 members of the community 
during three public meetings in St. Cloud, Lake Nona and Poinciana. Chairman Hawkins 
thanked everyone who worked at these meetings and those who came to learn about the four 
studies in Osceola County. Comments received from the community are extremely valuable to 
the study process and impacts the shapes of the corridors that may eventually become part of 
the regional beltway.  

• Chairman Hawkins reminded the Board and the public that the vote made today on the studies 
is only a decision as to whether a project meets the threshold to move from one study phase to 
another study phase. The Board is not making any decisions today regarding the actual 
construction of these projects or even the final alignment of the proposed corridors.  The vote 
is only to determine if a project is viable to move to the Project Development & Environment 
Study phase. There will continue to be an opportunity beyond today to provide input.  
 

2. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Commissioner Carey reported that toll revenues for January were $38,235,580 which is 7.5% above 
projections and 8% over the prior year. CFX’s total revenues were $39.5 million for the month.   
 
Total OM&A expenses were $8.7 million for the month and $38.7 million year-to-date which is 12% under 
budget. 
 
After debt service the total net revenue available for projects was $16.8 million for January and $113.6 
million year-to-date. CFX’s projected year-end senior lien debt service ratio is 2.25, which is above our 
budgeted ratio of 2.23. 

 
Commissioner Carey reported that revenue has been tracked to determine when CFX will break even on 
the funds that were lost because of the tolls being lifted due to Hurricane Irma. She announced that the 
February numbers show that year-to-date revenue is only half percent over budget projections which 
should catch up the revenue in February versus March.  
 
     3.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

  
Ms. Kelley provided the Executive Director’s Report in written form.   
 
In addition, she recognized Mr. Joseph Berenis, Chief of Engineering and Infrastructure, for his 30 years of 
exceptional and dedicated service.   
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F.  REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
 

1. REQUEST FOR CUSTOMER CALL CENTER AND IMAGE REVIEW CLERK STAFFING 
ADJUSTMENTS FOR MARKET CONDITIONS 

 
David Wynne, Director of Toll Operations, is requesting Board approval of a supplemental agreement with 
EGIS Project, Inc.  
 
The request is primarily due to a recent wage and salary survey that was conducted by CFX. This study 
determined that CFX was at or near the bottom pay range for most entry level positions on the E-PASS 
contract at this time.  
 
CFX would like to position itself as a potential employer of choice with the ability to attract from not only 
other call center firms but also working professionals who will bring a higher base skill set to the E-PASS 
project going forward.  
 
The proposed wages for staff would place the entry point at just below the 50th percentile with some 
additional adjustments made for staff that have been with the project multiple years. 
 
He described internal challenges, external challenges, CFX call volumes and wait times, and an intended 
plan of action. 
 
The Board asked questions which were answered by Mr. Wynne. They requested further information 
regarding the root causes, contract and market details and additional options. The Board directed staff to 
bring this item back with the additional information requested.   
 
By consensus the Board decided to table this item until next month. 
 
 

2. SR 408 EASTERN EXTENSION PD&E STUDY UPDATE  
 
Glenn Pressimone, Director of Engineering explained the following items on the agenda today will focus on 
several planning projects that CFX has been working on for over the past year and that are nearing 
completion.  The SR 408 Eastern Extension Project Development and Environment Study is being 
presented as an informational item only and is presented in advance of the scheduled April 26th public 
meeting.  
 
Mr. Pressimone described the project location and project history.  He introduced Mr. Will Sloup with Metric 
Engineering, Inc. who described: 

• Purpose and need of the project; 

• Study Objectives;  

• Project Segments;  

• Corridor Evaluation;  
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• Typical Section; 

• Recommended Alternative; 

• Traffic Projections; 

• Public Involvement;  

• Next Steps; and 

• Project development process. 
 
 

(This item was presented for information only.  No Board action was taken.) 
 
 
This following item was taken out of order as a courtesy to the speakers. 

 
6.  THE OSCEOLA PARKWAY EXTENSION PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
The following individuals commented on the Concept, Feasibility & Mobility Study of the Osceola Parkway 
Extension:   

1) Eleanor Foerste with Friends of Split Oak 
2) Kimberly Buchheit, Apopka Resident  (written comments are attached as Exhibit “A”) 

 
To allow all speakers the same time, Mayor Jacobs requested that speakers who run out of time submit 
their comments in writing.  
 

3) Trevor M. Sorbo, City of Orlando Resident  
4) James Peters, City of Oviedo Resident  
5) Megan Sorbo, City of Orlando Resident 
6) Cindy Friar, Lake Ajay Village Resident 
7) Gary Friar, Lake Ajay Village Resident  
8) Donna Hoffman, City of St. Cloud Resident 
9) Maria Bolton-Jonbert, City of Orlando Resident  
10) Steve Barnick, Lake Ajay Village Resident 
11) Denise Guerrero, City of Orlando Resident  
12) C.D. Lewis, Jr., Lake Ajay Village Resident 
13) Gretchen Robinson with Friends of Split Oak  
 
In response to some speakers’ comments, Mayor Jacobs clarified that while Orange County did offer a 
resolution when the Osceola County Expressway Authority was moving forward, that resolution did not 
oppose or support any specific alignment.  Orange County’s resolution was to reserve the right to have 
input on any decisions that involved an alignment in Orange County.  (copy of the Orange County 
Resolution is attached as Exhibit “B”).” . 
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Chairman Hawkins mentioned that Osceola County under his leadership has not taken a stance on this   
matter. 

 
14) Commissioner Emily Bonilla, Orange County Commissioner   
15) Eddy Dominguez, City of Orlando Resident (Written comments are attached as Exhibit “C”) 
16) Eric Rollins with Orange County Conservation District  
17) Marty Sullivan with League of Women Voters (Copy of Letter from League of Women Voters of 

Florida attached as Exhibit “D”) 
18) Sharon Robbins with Lake Mary Jane Alliance 
19) Larry Rosen, Kissimmee with Valley Audubon Society  
20) Valerie Anderson with Friends of Split Oak (Submitted a Friends of Split Oak Forest signed Petition 

attached as Exhibit “E”) 
21) Jay Jordan, Lake Ajay Village Resident 
22) Linda Chapin, Orange County Resident 
23) Sharon McBreen, Lake Nona Resident 
24) Luis Santiago, City of St. Cloud Resident  
25) Michael Hill with Friends of Split Oak 
26) Eugene Kelly with Florida Native Plant Society 
27) Katrina Shadix with Bear Warriors United 
28) Catherine Lewis with Lake Ajay Village  
29) Chuck O’Neal City with Speak Up Wekiva, Inc.  
30) Suzanne Arnold with Lake Mary Jane Alliance (Lake Nona Student Petitions are attached as 

Exhibit “F” and Osceola Parkway Extension East 7 and Refinement 1A Maps are attached as 
Exhibit “G”) 

31) Stacy Ford, City of St. Cloud Resident (St. Cloud and Lake Nona High Schools meeting pictures, 
Lake Ajay Village pictures and articles from the American Heart Association are attached as 
Exhibit “H”)   

32) Atlee Mercer, Chairman of Osceola Expressway Authority   
33) Charles Lee with Audubon Florida  
34) Clint Beaty with Tavistock  

 

A recess was taken at approximately 11:38 a.m.  The meeting resumed at 11:55 a.m.  

6.  CONCEPT, FEASIBILITY & MOBILITY STUDY OF THE OSCEOLA PARKWAY EXTENSION 
 
Glenn Pressimone, Director of Engineering explained his presentation will focus on the findings of the 
Concept, Feasibility and Mobility Study of the Osceola Parkway Extension.  He provided a brief introduction 
to all the Osceola County Concept, Feasibility and Mobility Studies.  
 
The overall purpose for these concept, feasibility and mobility studies was to evaluate the viability of 
different expressway alternatives within the study corridors to identify projects that are ready to move 
forward in the project development process.  
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Mr. Pressimone introduced Mike Lamb with CH2M Hill, Inc. Mr. Lamb described the following concerning 
the Osceola Parkway Extension: 

• Purpose and need of the project; 

• Current Alternatives;  

• Major Environmental Constraints;  

• West Ultimate Typical Sections;  

• Current West Alternatives; 

• East Expressway Ultimate Typical Section; 

• Current East Alternatives. 
 
Mr. Pressimone described the following: 

• Split Oak Working Group Refinement 1A;  

• Viability of Alternatives; and 

• Project development process. 
 
The Board asked questions and made comments.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Barfield and seconded by Commissioner Carey for approval 
of the findings for the Concept, Feasibility and Mobility Study of the Osceola Parkway Extension, 
and authorization for staff to initiate a Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study. The 
motion carried unanimously with ten (10) members present voting AYE by voice vote. 
 
 

3. THE POINCIANA PARKWAY EXTENSION PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
The following individuals commented on the Concept, Feasibility & Mobility Study of the Poinciana 
Extension:   

1) Keith Laytham representing residents of Poinciana showed a Channel 9 News clip 
2) George Coghlan, Poinciana resident  
3) Veronica Lokken, Poinciana resident  
4) Dr. Eric Bregman, Poinciana resident 
5) Graham Stanley, Poinciana resident  
6) Reginald Maddox, Sr., Poinciana resident  
7) Kent Julius, Poinciana resident  

 
Mayor Dyer left at 12:50 p.m. 
 
  



MINUTES 
CENTRAL FLORIDA EXPRESSWAY AUTHORITY 
March 8, 2018 Board Meeting 
 

 
 
 

Page 10 of 11 

 

        3. CONCEPT, FEASIBILITY & MOBILITY STUDY OF THE POINCIANA PARKWAY EXTENSION  
 

Glenn Pressimone introduced Clif Tate with Kimley-Horn and Associates. Mr. Tate described the following: 

• Study Corridor Overview; 

• Previous Studies of Each Corridor Segment;  

• Overall Goals of the Project Corridors;  

• Study Methodology;  

• Public Involvement; 

• Alternative Corridor Alignments; and 

• Purpose and Need.  
 
Mr. Pressimone described the project viability.  
 
The Board asked questions and made comments.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Carey and seconded by Mr. Madara for approval of the 
findings for the Concept, Feasibility and Mobility Study of the Poinciana Parkway Extension, and 
authorization for staff to initiate a Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study. The motion 
carried with nine (9) members present voting AYE by voice vote. Mayor Dyer was not present.  
 
 
Mr. Madara left at 1:14 p.m.   
 
By consensus, the Board decided that staff presentations will be bypassed and for public comments will be 
heard.                     
 
       4.  THE SOUTHPORT CONNECTOR EXPRESSWAY PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The following individuals commented on the Concept, Feasibility & Mobility Study of the Southport 
Connector Expressway:  

• Eleanor Foerste with Eleanor Foerste Adventures  

• Mark Sessions, St. Cloud resident 
  

5.  THE NORTHEAST CONNECTOR EXPRESSWAY PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The following individuals commented on the Concept, Feasibility & Mobility Study of the Northeast 
Connector Expressway:  

• Hunter Sanders with SEPA, Inc. deferred his comments to his attorney Scott W. Fitzpatrick with 
Owens Law Group, P.A.  

• Syme Kutz with SEPA, Inc. deferred his comments to attorney Scott W. Fitzpatrick 

• Scott W. Fitzpatrick with Owens Law Group, P.A.  
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CFX Board Meeting Public Comment
Agenda ltem F.6. OSCEOLA PARKWAY EXTENSION

PD&E
Meeting Date 03/08/18

By: Kimberly A. Buchheit, 6500 Swain Road, Sorrento, tL32776
Phone N u mber: 32L-689-t057

Email Address: kimberlybuchheit@gmail.com

Date: 03/08/201.8 (Draft 3/7/r8')

Kim's TITLE: A PLEA FOR NO ROAD THROUGH SPLTT OAK

My name is Kimberly Buchhe¡t, 6500 Swain Road, Sorrento, FL.

As a concerned citizen, I am opposed to building any roadway alignments through

Conservation Lands unless there is no other practical and prudent alternative.

l'd like to quote from a recorded Conservation Easement in Split Oak:

Grontors hereby gront, creote, qnd establísh a perpetuol conservotion

easement upon the parcel described herein, which shall run wíth the lond and

be binding upon the Grantors, its successors and assigns, and remqin in full

force ond effect forever.

The Grantors, or owners of Split Oak Forest in this case are Orange County and

Osceola County. They agreed with each other and promised to keep these lands

protected "Forever" in the early L990's when, as a partnership, they sought and

received public funding through Preservation 2000 to purchase Split Oak Forest,
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Public funding had many conditions but basically requÍred that the land would be

used for Conservation and Mitigation purposes and would be legally protected

"forever". This land has been meticulously managed by Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission (FWC) since the mid 1990's. Split Oak is not just a

vacant piece of land.

Though I am not a consultant for you on this project, I have done my best to

inform you of matters of title associated with alignments through Split Oak.

ln addition to the legal complications of violating the FCT Grant Agreements and

extinguishing Conservation Easements, many high profile land development

projects such as the Orange County Convention Center and Walmart Shopping

Center in Kissimmee obtained their development permits through performance of

specific actions at Split Oak Forest. Any impacts to Split Oak, even if minimal, will

be compounded by the original permit conditions which included numerous state

and federally regulated activities. lmpact to Split Oak will not be superficial as it

appears on the 2 dimensional diagrams, but will include layers upon layers of legal

protections to penetrate. Some of you are already aware of how complex and

contentious this may get.

Under Mayor Jacobs' leadership, in Commissioner Thompson's District, Orange

County has expressed their opposition to proposed alignments of the Osceola

Parkway Extension through Orange County's section of Split Oak Forest.
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Under Commissioner Hawkins's leadership, Osceola County has expressed no

interest in preventing alignments through Osceola County's section of Split Oak

Forest. ln fact, it appears that Mr. Hawkins and others may be counting on

Refinement 1A prematurely with land swap deals being promoted before the

PD&E Study has even been approved.

lf we cannot depend on our elected officials to uphold and defend promises of

perpetuity from a mere 25 years ago, how can we depend on any agreements

made by these same entities for future conservation deals? lf Split Oak isn't safe,

then NOTHING lS SAFE in the entire State of Florída.

I am feeling older and wiser today...when I say...that back in my day, alignments

through Split Oak Forest would have never been considered as a viable option. At

the project startup meeting, there would have been an announcement that we

have to design around the Conservatíon Areas, and that would have been the end

of it.

lf we do nothing or actively participate in allowing a major Expressway to go

through Split Oak Forest, THEN SHAME ON US. As talented professionals, we can

AND must do better than this.

I hope and pray that everyone will come to their senses and make sound

decisions that honor the public trust.

Thank You.
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April 1A,2017

Osceola County Expressway Authority
Attn: Atlee Mercer, Chair, Governing Board
3 Courthouse Square - 2nd Floor
Kissimmee, Florida 34741

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
(atlee. mercer@osceolaxwav,com)

Re Orange County Opposition to Proposed Osceola Parkway Extension Through
Split Oak Forest in Orange County

Dear Mr. Mercer:

This letter concerns Osceola County Expressway Authority's proposal to run the eastern
segment of the Osceola Parkway Extension through a section of Split Oak Forest that is
in Orange County, and the decision that we understand is before the Osceola County
Expressway Authority (OCX) on April 11,2t17, r.egSding thirj

OCX does not have the authority under applicable Florida Statutes to construct or
operate an expressway system outside of Osceola County boundaries.

ln any case, even if OCX did have the authority under Florida law to construct and
operate an expressway system that ran outside of Osceola County's boundaries into
Orange County, OCX would at a minimum be required to obtain prior express written
consent from the Orange County Board of County Commissioners.

As you may recall, on July 15, 2A14, the Orange County Board of County
Commissioners adopted Resolution No. 2?14-l{i-34, stating that any segment of the
Osceola Parkway Extension running into Orange County would be subject to review and
approval or denial by the Orange County Board of County Commissioners. For ease of
reference, a copy of that Resolution is enclosed with this letter.

For the reasons outlined above, Orange County respectfully requests that OCX decline
to attempt to authorize the construction of any segment of the Osceola Parkway that
would extend into Orange County. A County representative will be attending the OCX
Governing Board meeting on Tuesday, April 11, 2017, in order to submit this letter and
enclosure into the record.

COUNTY ADM INISTRAI'OR'S OFFICE
JAMES E. HARRISON, Esq., P.8., ¡lssístant County Admìuístrator

201 SouthRosalindAvenuc.Repll'to: I)ostOffìccBox l393.Orlando,trt.32802-1393
407-836-56 I 0' Fax 407 -836-7399

Jinr. l-l arrison@oc {'1. net
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Atlee Mercer, Chair
Orange County Opposition
April 10,2017
Page Two

Should you have any questions with respect to this letter, please do not hesitate to
contact me at any time.

I

Ja E. Harrison, .8.
nt Orange County Administrator

of Regional Mobility

Enclosure

c: Ajit Lalchandani, County Administrator
Jeffrey J. Newton, County Attorney
Renzo Nastasi, Manager, Transportation Planníng
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ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
regarding the

OSCEOLA PARK\ryAY EXTENSION PROJECT

Resolution No. 2014 -A1}l

\ryHEREAS, the Osceola County Expressway Authority is presently considering

extending the existing l2-mile long Osceola Parkway from a point west of Boggy Creek Road to

a point east of Narcoossee Road ("Osceola Parkway Extension");

IVHEREAS, an alignment being considered by the Osceola County Expressway

Authority (or its consultant) for the Osceola Parkway Extension lies wholly or partially within

the geographical boundaries of Orange County;

WHEREAS, the Orange County Board of County Commissioners ("Board") is

concerned on behalf of jts citizens about any alignment that might lie wholly or partially within

Orange County;

WHEREAS, consistent with applicable state statutes, the Board believes and asserts that

it has the right to review and approve or reject any alignment of the Osceola Parkway Extension

that might lie wholly or partially within Orange County; and

\ryHERDAS, the Board also believes and asserts that prior to the Osceola County

Expressway Authority considering for approval any alignment of the Osceola Parkway

Extension that might lie wholly or partially within the geographical boundaries of Orange

County, the Osceola County Expressway Authority should host duly noticed community



r

meetings at a location within the vicinity of the proposed alignment that is convenient to the

residents and owners of land and businesses within Orange County who may be affected or

impacted by such alignment.

Nolry, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By TI|E BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OF ORANGE COUNTY:

Section L Alìgnmenl of lhe Osceola Parkway Extensíon Subjecl lo the Board's

Review and Consenl Any proposed alignment of the Osceola Parkway Extension that might lie

wholly or partially within the geographical boundaries of Orange County is subject to review by

the Orange County Board of County Commissioners, and shall not be added to the Osceola

Pukway unless and until the alignment receives the prior express written consent of this Board.

Section 2, Alígnmenl of the Osceola Parkway Exlensíon Subject lo Revíew ot

Community Meelings Held ín Orange County, Any proposed alignment of the Osceola

Parkway Extension that might lie wholly or pafially within the geographical boundaries of

Orange County should not be considered for approval or forrnally proposed by the Osceola

County Expressway Authority unless and until the proposed alignment is the subject to

additional noticed community meetings held at a location inside Orange County that is

convenient to the residents and owners of land and busingsses within the vicinity of the proposed

alignment.

ITHE REMAINDER OF THIS PACE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.]
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Effective date, "llis llesolution shall take effect on the date of its

ADOPTED this tsth day of JULY, ZOt4.

ORANGB COUNTY, FLOzuDA
By: Board of County Commissioners

Jacobs
Orange County Mayor

ATTEST: Martha O.

Sectíon 3.

adoption.

As Clerk of the B
I"laynie, County Com¡rrroller
of County Comntissioners

By:

By:
Clerk

t(gtle $mlth
Name:

s:\iprinscll\ordres\rçsorr¡lion - osccoh parlflvny c"rrcnsiûn pmjccr . v¡. 07.r r-r4"doc
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FACT SHEET-Morch 2078
SPUT OAK FOREST WrrpltFE ANp ENVTRONMENTAL AREA (WEAI

CFX Osceola Parkway Extension Alignment Status

PROJECT STATUS: CFX Concept, Feasibility and Mobility Studies-Osceola Parkway Extension
o Central Florida Expressway Authority (CFX) Board will vote on 3/8/20L8, whether there are

Feasible Alignment Alternatives to justify moving ahead with PD&E Study on various projects
o PD&E is a Project Development and Environment Study
o lf anticipated approval is received on 3/8/2018, PD&E Study will take approximately 6-9 months

to determine alignment alternatives and recommend a preferred alignment
o Link to Website (for CFX lnformation)

POSITION OF VISITING CONCERNED CITIZENS: NO Road through Split Oak Forest WEA.
Orange County Government has stated their opposition to Osceola Parkway Extension alignments through
Orange County lands, including Split Oak Forest WEA, We agree with and are in support of Orange
County's stated position (see attached letter daled 4/70/27 and Resolution datedT/L5/I4).

CONSENSUS OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITY: NO Environmental Orsanizations are in favor of a road
throueh Split Oak Forest WEA and many are strongly opposed to any road through Split Oak Forest WEA.
Friends of Split Oak Forest and the League of Women Voters of Florida (LOWV, see letter dated 2/15/t8\
have taken the lead in stating their firm and unequivocal opposition to any road through Split Oak Forest
WEA,

COATITION IS BUILDING MOMENTUM:
Notwithstanding minor differences of opinions and perspectives, many groups are fighting in concert to
protect Split Oak Forest WEA. More organizations are joining this coalition on a daily basis.

Sierra Club, Speak Up Wekiva, Florida Native Plant Society, Florida Defenders of Wildlife, Friends of
Wekiva, Florida Wildlife Federation, and the Pine Lily and Tar Flower chapters of the Florida Native Plant
Society, The Climate Justice Committee and L,000 Friends of Florida have expressed support for the
position of NO Road through Spl¡t Oak Forest WEA.

MONITORING CFX PLANNING PROCESS:

Other groups are waiting for additional information, as CFX planning process unfolds. lf (and only if)
roadway ¡mpacts to Split Oak Forest WEA are unavoidable, certain organizations are considering the
concept of "re-mitigating" the mitigation that was done in the L990's. With this last resort and backup
plan in mind, certain individuals appear to be promoting themselves as the potential "deal makers". The
lands in Split Oak Forest WEA are deed restricted and protected "in perpetuity" by conservation
easements. The new lands would also be promised to be protected "in perpetuity". Undoing perpetuity in
one place and promising it again in another location has aptly raised concerns,

All of Split Oak Forest WEA is actively managed by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FWC). A theoretical "exchange deal" would involve removal of conservation lands from Splít Oak Forest
WEA and creating an increased area of new mitigation land in alternate locations to be determined.

Generally, an area for the potential exchange deal has been identified. On the surface, the net gain of
area for conservation lands looks impressive. However, the deal has been assessed by a professional
restoration ecologist and has been deemed to be an ineffective solution for a variety of reasons.
Therefore, at this time, the groups that are fighting to save Split Oak are NOT coalescing behind any
"exchange deal" concept that has been suggested,



SPLIT OAK FOREST WEA.FACT SHEET Paae 2

OPPOSITION TO EXCHANGE DEAL:

The opposition to an "exchange deal" is rooted in uncertainty about whether soils, habitat considerations
and other characteristics of the potentialexchange lands would be suitable to replace existing habitat and
to support the wide array of species diversity within Split Oak Forest WEA. This would require detailed
studies and thorough analysis by appropriate experts. ln particular, the exchange lands do not appear to
be suitable habitat for all of the specifically listed and observed "Endangered, Threatened & Species of
Special Concern" that have used Split Oak Forest WEA since before it was protected are still using it today,

ACqUISITION HISTORY AND FCT GRANTS:

Split Oak Forest was acquired in 1994 using public funding through the Preservation 2000 program. To
purchase the property, Orange County and Osceola County submitted a "Partnership Application",
competed for and won public funding administered by the Florida Communities Trust (FCT).

Any roadway through Split Oak Forest WEA will violate the FCT Grant Agreement and Governing
Documents. Orange County and Osceola County would need to participate in negotiations with FCT to
resolve the issues created by violating the agreements. Orange County may contact FCT at any time.
For your information, the point of contact for detailed questions regarding this matter is Linda Reeves
She prefers contact by email at linda.reeves@dep.state.fl.us

GENERAL LEGAL ISSUES:

There are numerous legal questions to be considered regarding impacts to Split Oak Forest WEA and
disposing of any conservation lands within the areas owned by Orange County and Osceola County.

Of primary concern are the relevant Florida Constitutional provisions and the applicable sections of the
Florida Statutes, Administrative Code and Rules and Regulations. ln addition, there are numerous terms
and conditions in the Grant Award Agreements, Conservation Easements, Permit Conditions,
Management Plans and other Governing Documents. Other issues are emerging from this review process.

LEGAT ISSUE #1 - DISPOSAL OF CONSERVATION LANDS ACCORDING TO FTORIDA CONSTITUTION:
Legal research is being conducted on this and other issues.
Refer to Florida Constitution, A rticle X. Miscellaneous

SECTION 18. Disposition of conservation lands.-The fee interest in real property held by an entity
of the state and designated for natural resources conservation purposes as provided by general law
shall be managed for the benefit of the citizens of this state and may be disposed of only if the
members of the governing board of the entity holding title determine the property is no longer
needed for conservation purposes and only upon a vote of two-thirds of the governing board.

Office visits with Orange County Commissioners March 201.8. Thank you for your attention !

For additional information and updates, contact:

Kimberly A. Buchheit, Professional Surveyor and Mapper (PSM) of Apopka, FL

Concerned Citizen, Business Owner, Memberships: League of Women Voters of Orange County, Natural Resources
o Email: kimberlvbuchheit@smail.com o Phone: cell/text 321-689-1057

Gretchen Robinson, Esq. of Orlando, FL

Concerned Citizen, Memberships: League of Women Voters of Orange County; Organize Florida/Climate Justice
Committee; Friends of Split Oak Forest/Director, Communications Secretary
o Email: pallasTTer(asmail.com o Phone: cell/text 520-576-6706
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ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF'COUNTY COMI/ilSSIONERS
regardìngthe

OSCEOLA PARIflryAY EXTENSION PROJECT

Resolutio¡ No.2014 -ed

LIEREAS, the Osceola County Exprusway Authority is presently considering

extending the existing t2-mile long Osceola Parkway from a point west of Boggy Creek Road to

a point east of Na¡coossee Road ('Osceola Parkway Extension');

\ilHEREAS, an alignment being considered by the Osceola Cowrty Expresnray

Autbority (or iæ consultant) for the Osceola Parhvay Extensíon lies wbolly or partially within

the geographical bor¡ndaries of Orange County;

\ilHEREAS, the Orange County Board of County Commissioners ('Board") is

concemed on behalf of its oitízens about any alignment that might lÍe wlrolly or partially wirbin

Orange County;

WHEREAS, consistent with applioable state statutos, the Board betieves and asserts that

it has the right to review and apprqve or reject any alignment of the Osceola Parhtay Extension

tlrat might lie wbolly orpartially within Orange County; and

IVHEREAS, the Board also betieves and assets that prior to the Osceola County

Expressway Authority considering for approval any alignmørt of the Osceola parkway

Extension that might lie wholly or partially within the geographical bounda¡ies of Orangc

Coutty, the Osceola County Expressway Auttrority shoutd host duty noriccd community
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meet¡ngs at a location wíthin the vicinity of tbe proposed atigrrment that is convenient to the

residents and owners of land and businæses within Orurge County who may be affectod or

Ímpacted by sucb alignment.

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT REsoL\æD Bv TrrD BOARD oF coUNTY

COMMISSIONERS Or ORANGE COUIïTY¡

Sectíon L Allgnment of the Osceola Paúwry Exlenslon EubJect to the Boatd,s

Revlew and Consent A¡y proposed alignment of the Osceola Parlovay Extension that might lie

wholly or partially within the geographical bor¡ndaries of Orange Courty is subject to review by

the Orange County Board of County Commissioners, and shall not be added to the Osceola

Parhray unless and until the alignment receives the prior expr€ss uríte¡¡ consent of this Boa¡d.

Sectlon 2, Alígnment of the Osceolq Pa*way Esctenslon SabJect to Revlew at

Communíty Meeüngs Held h Orange Count¡t, Any proposed atignment of the Osoeota

Parhray Extension that might lie wholly or partially within the geographical boundaries of

Orange County should not be considered for approval or formally proposed by the Osceola

County Expressway Authority unless and r¡ntil the proposed alignment is the subjeot to

additional noticed community meetings held at a location inside Orange County that is

convonient to the ¡esidents and owners of land and businpsses within tl¡e vicinity of the proposed

alignment

ITHE RHv#\INDER OF THIS PAGB HAS BEEN INTENTTONALLY LEFT BLANK.J
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Scction J. Effective date. This lìesolution shall take effecr on the date of its

adoption.

ADOPTED this l5rr'day of JLiLy,20l4.

ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
By: Board of County Commissioners

B),
eresa Jacobs

Orange County Mayor

ATTESI': Martha O. l-laynie, Counry Comptrollcr
As Clerk of the of County Commissioners

By:
Clerk

lGtle SmlthPri Name:

s:\jprinscllìordrcsVcsolution. osccola palkrsu¡'er(tcr¡:ri(tn FÍojsct. v¡. 07,1 l.l4.doc
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Mimi Mederos-Lamaute 'FYl|4[Rïf-i,gr

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Angela Melton
Thursday, March 08, 2018 1L:25 AM
Mary Brooks; Mimi Mederos-Lamaute
Michelle Maikisch
FW: Facebook comment from a speaker running for office from today's board meeting

Mary & Mimi,
Please see Eddy Ðomínguez comment following his public comment. I believe he felt he didn't to finísh. He tag us on his
comment. Thank youl
Ångela

From: Michelle Maikisch
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2018 tL:22 AM
To: Angela Melton <Angela.Melton@CFXWay.com>

Subject: RE: Facebook comment from a speaker running for office from today's board meeting

respond back saying we will make sure his comment is passed on and put into the public record
Mary and Mirni.

then forward this to

Michelle Maikisch
Chief of Staff/Public Affairs Officer
Central Florida Expressway Authority
4974 Orl Tower Road
Orlando, FL 32807

D-407.690.s000 c-407.595-8667
CFXWAY.com

From: Angela Melton
Sent: Thursday, March 08,2018 11:15 AM
To¡ Michelle Maikisch
Subject: Facebook comment from a speaker running for office from today's board meeting

Thank you for the opportunity to speak at this morning's CFX Board Meeting. I was under the impression that I

had 3 minutes to speak, but was cut off prior to that, so I would like to submit in writing my prepared public
comments so that all of the board members can read the conclusion of my statement: "Good morning
honorable CFX Board Members, my name is Eddy Dominguez, and I am an 11-year resident of Orlando. For
those of you that don't know me, I am both a candidate for state representative of District 44 in West Orange
County, as well as Sr. Executive Vice President of Resource Employment Solutions, a national staffing
company headquartered in Orlando that employs over 35,000 workers. We live in an era of unprecedented
road and highway expansion - an era in which many of our few remaining forests and protected lands have
been penetrated by the development of new roads. I come þefore you today to put a spotlight on a disturbing
trend that has become far too common during feasibility discussions such as this one. While studying Micro-
Economics at Harvard, I often came across case studies where urban development projects dramatically failed
to take under consideration the long-term effects and subsequent maintenance costs associated with
incursions into pristine environments - many times resulting in huge financial losses from development projects
such as the ones being evaluated here today. Road construction has a range of direct impacts on our ecology
that rarely get taken under consideration when making decisions like the one you are weighing today. ln the
wet tropical environments of Florida, the cut-and-fill operations associated with road construction can impede
natural water flows, increase forest flooding, and drastically affect soil erosion. You don't have to look too far
from here to see first-hand the devastation - just look at the Shingle Creek roadway development project to

1



witness the budget-busting millions of dollars needed to elevate roads due to unforeseen flooding. Although
the direct effects of road projects are serious, they pale in comparison to the indirect impacts. There are the
environmental effects that you can't easily put a price tag on. Roads discharge chemicals and nutrient
pollutants into local watenrvays and provide avenues of invasion for many exotic species, as well as hamper
natural animal migration patterns. Roads also elevate local species mortality rates, sometimes to the point of
extinction. And perhaps the most damaging aspect of paved highways is that they spawn networks of
secondary roads, which spread further environmental destruction. A recent study conducted at Yale University
showed that around 95 percent of all deforestation occurs within 50 kilometers of new highways or roads -
that's a whopping 95% of deforestation due to secondary development after roadway construction! What I

suggest is necessary in this case is applying an alternative model for cost estimation that is specifically suited
to forest road projects based on the standard engineering properties of cross sections and the location-specific
parameters of terrain slope and vegetation information. New FRCM estimation models, as they are called, are
now easily attainable and take under consideration the customized elements of clearing operations,
embankment, pavement, grading, culverts and ditch building from a total long-term cost calculation
perspective. Historically, when these long{erm impact costs are compared with the local experts' prediction for
an existing forest road project such as this one - the final results are unimaginable. Typical results of the
validation process show a 67% underestimate for clearing operations, 47o underestimate for embankment and
surfacing, a 3% underestimate for culverts, and a 21o/o underestimate for excavation costs. Meanwhile, there is
a 22% overestimation for grading and sloping. What does this mean for a project such as the one you are
discussing today - that your long-term costs can easily result in having to spend twice as much as the total
budget just to mitigate the unforeseen consequences, thus making it a very poor choice to cut through Split
Oak Forest or Lake Ajay, as opposed to considering alternate lengthier routes that may seem more expensive
in the short run only because we may be failing to account for the true long-term costs. Furthermore, the
construction methodologies better suited for urban areas may be costing more than necessary in this case,
because the grading and sloping may be going much farther than necessary, thus worsening the
environmental impact. The Central Florida Expressway Authority can and should incorporate these new FRCM
models into the decision-making process. Estimation tools could be applied as an evaluation function in finding
the optimized layout for road development which will minimize both environmental impact as well reduce long-
term project costs. Protecting the environment and effectively achieving economic development of new
roadways do not have to be mutually exclusive goals - both can be accomplished - but only if you take the
necessary time and effort to properly evaluate all of the long-term environmental impact costs."

Angela Melton
Manager of Communications
Central Florida Expressway Authority
4974 OR.L Tower Road * Orlando, FL32807
407.690.s000(p) . 407.690.s341 (p) . 401.690.s033(Ð
lylv_W._C[jXWAJ-.ç_û_1tl

PLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public records law (F. S. I l9).
All emails to and from CFX are kept as a public record. Your email
communications, including your email address, may be disclosed to the
public and media at any time.

@w ffi6_r
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EXHIBflT 6IÐIF

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERSß
OF FLORIDA

PRESIDENT

Pamela Goodman

FiTSt VICE PRESIDENT

Patricia Brigham

February 15,2018

Central Florida Expressway Authority
The Honorable Fred Hawkins, Jr., Chairman, Osceola County Representative

Dear Mr. Hawkins,

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of Orange County, Seminole County, and
the State of Florida, we urge you to stand up for protecting our natural lands by
routing the proposed Osceola Parkway Eastem Extension around the Split Oak Forest
Wildlife and Environmental Area (SOFWEA).

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization. We study issues
regarding natural resources and other socioeconomic, socialwelfare, and political
issues and take positions and actions after careful deliberation.

After lengthy study and consideration of this issue, we adopted the position that we
oppose any road through Split Oak Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area.

The Central Florida Expressway Authority (CFX) has incorporated the views of
citizens through public input forums. CFX has paid particular attention to the views
of the environmental community. We commend your openness in this regard.

Orange and Osceola Counties purchased Split Oak more than 20 years ago as a
mitigation bank to offset wetland and gopher tortoise impacts. Since then, the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission has managed the area by conducting
prescribed burns, chemically removing invasive species and bringing in dozens of
relocated gopher tortoises.

Ros Schultz, first Osceola County Land Manager, reports that SOFTWEA began in the
early 1990s during a lunch under the actual Split Oak when he, Maury Carter the land
owner, and others looked around them and agreed the land should be saved. Rod
teamed with Orange County and won a $5.5 million Preservation 2000 (Florida
Forever predecessor) grant to buy SOFWEA. To protect the land from encroachment,
by 1994 they had tied the land up in multiple layers of easements with multiple
participants, including Florida Communities Trust, Florida Fish and Wildlife
Commission, and both counties. Subsequent use of SOFWEA for mitigation added
many more participants.

SBCoNI VICE PRESIDENT

Cecile M. Scoon

TREASURER

Theresa Francis-Thomas

SECRETARY

Patricia Drago

BOARD oF DIRECTORS

Shawn Bartelt
Lisa Halì

Julie Kessel, M.D.
Maggie Lawrence

Michele Levy
Stephanie Owens

The Hon. Mark Pafford
Marty Sulìivan

Execulve DTRECToR

Penny Walker Bos
2507 Callaway Road

Suite 1024
Tallahassee, FL

32303
(850)224-2s4s

Nationally Respected, Locally Engaged:
The League of Women Voters of Florida

www,lv'vfl.org



SOFWEA is land owned by the Florida public under the constitutionally based Florida Forever
program to acquire land for conservation. It also includes land used as mitigation for other
development projects. Currently under consideration is a roadway land swap for a portion of
SOFWEA in exchange for some of developers'land elsewhere. CFX is convening discussions
about this potential swap between developers and representative of environmental advocates.

Legality of such a swap has been questioned because of the deed covenants and Florida
constitutional restrictions on disposal of public conservation lands.

The League of Women Voters of Orange County, Seminole County, and League of rüomen

Voters of Florida oppose any road through Split Oak Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area

Sincerely,

Pamela Goodman
President, League of Women Voters of Florida

Leesa Bainbridge
Co-president, League of Women Voters of Orange

Carol Davis
Co-president, League of Women Voters of Orange

Zelda Ladan
President, League of Women Voters of Seminole County

Cc:
Laura Kelley, Executive Director, Central Florida Expressway Authority
Jay Madara, Vice Chairman
The Honorable Brenda Carey, Treasurer, Seminole County Representative
The Honorable Jim Barheld, Brevard County Representative
The Honorable Buddy Dyer, Mayor of Orlando
Andria Herr, Governor's Appointee
The Honorable Teresa Jacobs, Orange County Mayor
The Honorable Sean Parks, Lake County Representative
S. Michael Scheeringao Governor's Appointee
The Honorable Jennifer Thompson, Orange County Representative



change.org

Recipient:

Letter:

Friends of Split Oak Forest
EXFflIBIT "E*

Central Florida Expressway Authority, Tavistock Group, Osceola County
Board of County Commissioners, Orange County Board of County
Commissioners

Greetings,

Keep the Osceola Parkway Eastern Extension out of Split Oak Forest and add
significant buffers to protect this wildlife corridor from future development.
Public park lands created for the protection of wildlife and natural habitats,
are deemed protected in perpetuity and should never be compromised for
roads - especially when there are alternative solutions.

I oppose putting a road through Split Oak Forest, and oppose building
residential and commercial development up to the bound ary of these vital
conservation lands. Don't Split Split Oak!
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Arnericsn
Heart
Associ¿tiono

lifo rs why-

l'lomes near highways may up heärt disease risks

Living near the i¡ighway nray shorten the daiLy commute, l.rut it
may also up the risk of heart disease, according t0 new
research.

One recent stucly suggested thät living near a highway w;rs

associated with an increased risk of dying frorn sudden carrliac

death. The second showed the proximity to a highway is

associated with increased high bLood pressure. Both studies

were done with women subjects.

"l th¡nk there are many reasons to not live near highways," said Russell Luepker, M.D., Mayo professor at the
School of Pubtic Health, University of Minnesota. "The association between air pollution and cardiovascutar

dísease is ctear."

The first study, pubLished in the American Heart Association journal Circulatian, reported that living close to a

major road increased a woman's risk of dying from sudden cardiac death as much as srnoking, diet or obesity.

Sudden cardiac death is when the heart suddenly stops beating, most commonly from sudden cardiac arrest,

causing death within minutes.

Líving 164 feet from a major road increased the risk of sudden cardiac death by 38 percent, compared to living

to t¡mólãñhet away, researchers said. The risk increased 6 percentfor every 328 feet closerthe women Lived

to roadwaYs. \ ìte.¿ogr : .3 crit¡

"lt's ímportant for heal.thcare providers to recognize that environmentaI exposures may be urrder-appreciated

risk factors for diseases such as sudden cardiac death and fatal coronary heart disease," said Jaírrre E. l-lart, Sc.D.,

lead study authorand instructor in medìcine at Briglram and Wonlen's HospitaI and Harvard Medical School in

Boston, Massachusetts.

Researchers used data from more than L0Z000, predominantly white wornen, average age 60, i,vho were part of

the Nurses' Health Study from I9B6'24L2.

Living near a highway may atso affect blood pressure, according to the other study.

For 5,400 post-menopausat women in the San Diego area, living near a major roadway was associated with a

higher risk of high btood pressure, according to the study in the.lournal of the American Heart AssacÌation.

The risk was 22 percent hi for women who lived 528 feet from a

mites - away. The risk rose the closer

ì

Iea st 5280

t .¿, .*,^- | t *:t- , ;ßal,-)
the women Lived to roadways

Lived at



'l thlnk in thc Unlted Statês thls study docs tip the scãle in favor of being concerned about the urbeR

envlronment and how we develop our cities and our transpoftetion systems," se¡d Gregory Wettenius, study

ruthor and es¡istant professor of epidemiology at the Brown University Sehoot of Pubtic Heatth in Providence,

Rhgde lEtand, "lhara arc a tot of ncw devetopman$ golng up rlght neer hlghways, Qne has to 6tårt thlnklng

ãbout what ere th€ å$o€låted heatth cfþcta wlth that'"

RercareherE surp€€t thrt lln€ pertlct€t ln thc ålr are tE btamc for ths çflqæ of hlghwuyr on hc¡rt her[th' but

thry 6änt ltnqw frr eurc whrt! €rutlng thË lnGrer¡çt ln hlgh btoed pre*lurQ €r Eudden eardlse dËeth, ,,,

Wþ¡çntus suggê$ts thet homebuyars änd eommunlty ptannaru consldËr hcatth rlsks brfore ptaelng houslng

develoÞmen$ nüår mrlÕr roådw8y3, Thåt l$ ån ldta [ueplter NÞp6ftË, t

|'he whote ptanned houslng arena is a growing one and lt's a constant beftte between city ptanners and

derrclopers, said Luepker, who is al,so an American Heart Association spokesperson. "People arè telk¡ng about

thi¡ ftr both physieât hëdtth end rnental health reasonsi

Þesplte the evldence, the risk¡ of tiving near roadways doËsn't seêm tö be inftueneinE home=buyerB' daËlslon¡,

såill ruet estàte experts.

Noise, tights and trafñc congestion are the top concerns about tiving near major roadways, according to Kurt C.

Kielisch, prcsident and senior appraiser of the Forensic 6roup, Ltd., in Neenah, Wisconsin. Although a sma[[

perçentegê of peopte mey repon belng concerned about poltution, they typlcalty dont breek down al,l. thë

reasons they don't went tö tive rrear a highway, Kietisch said,

Most house hunters don't express concerns about poLtut¡on when Looking for a new home, said reattor Rochel.le

Fitzgerald, fuunder of Luxury by Fitzgeratd. She said "therel a buyer for every propertyi and those who buy

homes near freeways are typicatty career-minded and want easy access to work.

Peopte aseustomed to [oud, urb,en environmEn$ are the teð$ Gðn6erned about tivlng near å mäiðr roadway,

Fiugerattl said.

"l've had buyers that have been like, 'l've Erown up near a highway and the hurn of the road puts us to sleep,''

Fitzgpratd said.'Or; 'we've Lived irr New York City or LA, when we corne döwn.here thät's just not a big de¿l to

ug."

tuepker suggësrs thet pooptê put rhêlr heetth * ånd thelr ehltdrên'S heatth * fiFst,

îhereb growing evidence thst tiv¡ng near highways is harmful to your heatth," Luepker said. 'There are

advantages to tränsportåtion and neerness t0 wharcver but by and large you buy some prob[ems w¡th thãt,'

üuepker said. 'Woul.d you rather live on a take or next to a highway?"

Fsr more ¡nÞrmfflôñ:

. Air pollution, heart disease and stroke
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Study \Marns of microscopic pollution
Those living near busy roads at risk

By David Abel

GLOBE STAFF MARCH oS,2015

Microscopic metals and chemicals spewed from the tailpipes of vehicles

traveling on highways are likely to harm the health of people who live

nearby and spend significant amounts of time outdoors or with their

windows open, according to a study released Wednesday by local public

health researchers.

The study of so-called ultrafine trrarticles is part of a growing body of

evidence of the dangers of living near highways and other high-traffic

roads. It suggests that those who live within t,5oo feet of a highway have a

greater liketihood of developing cardiovascular disease than those living

twice as far away. The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that

rrrore than +S million Americans live within 9oo feet of a major road,

railroad, or airport,
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Living Near A Highway ls Terrible For
Your Health. 1 ln 10 Americans Do lt.
CORY HERRO
APR 15, 2016 , 4:Sg pM

CREDIT: AP/RICK BOWMER

ïhe worst air quality in the united states can be found within about
5 footbâll f¡ ds of any highway-where 1 in 10 Americans live.

Millions of Americans breathe thís air every day. And as a result,

they suffer from an increased risk of cardiac disease, according to a
new study from researchers at Tufts University and tsoston

University.

t&oo+r




