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SECOND ROUND OF PUBLIC MEETINGS – MEETING NO. 1 

SUMMARY 
ST. CLOUD HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018 
 

The first meeting of the second round of public meetings for the Central Florida Expressway Authority’s 
(CFX) Concept, Feasibility and Mobility Studies was held on Tuesday, February 13, 2018, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m., at the St. Cloud High School Cafeteria, 2000 Bulldog Lane, St. Cloud. This meeting was the 
first of three opportunities scheduled to take place throughout the 60-mile corridor to allow the 
community to view the latest alignment alternatives and other draft report materials. 
 
Study Background 
 
As part of an interlocal agreement, CFX has 
incorporated portions of the Osceola County 
Expressway Authority (OCX) 2040 Master Plan into the 
CFX 2040 Master Plan. CFX is taking a fresh look at four 
previously studied transportation corridors in Orange, 
Osceola and Polk counties to determine if any of them 
are fundable and feasible according to agency policies 
and procedures.  
 
The four corridors are: the Poinciana Parkway 
Extension / I-4 Connector, the Southport Connector 
Expressway, the Northeast Connector Expressway and 
the Osceola Parkway Extension. CFX began the concept studies in April 2017 and is scheduled to complete 
them in spring of 2018. 
 
The overall goals of these study corridors are to: improve roadway connections from I-4/State Road 429 
to Florida’s Turnpike, to US 192, and to SR 417; provide additional traffic capacity within the study area; 
enhance mobility of the area’s growing population and economy; reduce congestion and delays on local 
roads by providing a new limited-access transportation option; provide for the incorporation of transit 
options; and promote regional connectivity. 
 
Study Methodology 
 
The work includes the evaluation and documentation of the physical, natural, social and cultural 
environment within the corridors and the potential impacts associated with the various mobility 
alternatives. Transportation demands for each corridor have been determined, and a range of 
transportation mobility options were developed to adequately meet future demands.  
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Public involvement and interagency coordination are an integral part of the assessment process, and 
multiple opportunities for participation have been provided. The three Kickoff Public Meetings held in 
September and October 2017 provided vital public input on the four corridors under evaluation. Public 
meeting comments received from stakeholders, local agencies, officials and other interested parties were 
considered in the evaluations of the alignment alternatives presented at the second round of Public 
Meetings. After the latest public meetings, CFX will evaluate the viability of each corridor and whether 
they should move forward to a Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study.  

 
 
Public Notification 
 
Public meeting invitation letters were sent on Friday, 
January 26, 2018, by email to 62 elected officials and 
their aides, 50 appointed officials, 30 regional agency 
contacts, and 33 federal and state agency contacts. An 
additional 12,669 meeting invitation letters were mailed 
to property owners and tenants within the four corridors 
on Thursday, January 23, 2018.  
 

 
Media Notification 
 
The public meetings were advertised in advance with display ads in the Lakeland Ledger on Sunday, 
February 4, 2018 and Sunday February 11, 2018; in the Osceola News Gazette on Thursday, February 8, 
2018 and Saturday, February 10, 2018; in El Sentinel on Saturday, February 3, 2018 and Saturday, February 
10, 2018; and the Orlando Sentinel’s Orange and Osceola editions on Sunday, January 28, 2018 and 
Thursday, February 8, 2018. An ad was printed in the Florida Administrative Register (FAR) on Tuesday, 
January 30, 2018, and a press release was distributed to major media outlets on Friday, February 9, 2018.  
 
Public Meeting Agenda 
 
The meeting was an informal open house and participants were welcome to come at any time between 
5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. The same information for all four corridors was presented at each Public Meeting. 
Display maps illustrating the project study area, the four individual corridors and related alternatives, the 
project schedule, and other information were available for public review and comment. A looping 
audiovisual presentation was available throughout the meeting that provided an overview of the study 
process, history and details. Project representatives were available to discuss the studies, receive input 
and answer questions.  
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Parking was available to accommodate all attendees, including those who were differently abled. Signs 
were placed along the roadway and on the high school property directing attendees to the meeting room.     
 
The following display boards were available for public review and comment: 

• Study Area Map 
• Project Schedule 
• Title VI Board 
• New Alignment Expansion Projects Process Board 
• Poinciana Parkway Extension / I-4 Connector 

Corridor Alternatives Board  
• Poinciana Parkway Extension / I-4 Connector 

Environmental Constraints Board  
• Poinciana Parkway Extension / I-4 Connector 

Typical Sections Board 
• Poinciana Parkway Extension / I-4 Connector Alternatives Evaluation Matrix 
• Southport Connector Expressway Corridor Alternatives Board  
• Southport Connector Expressway Environmental Constraints Board  
• Southport Connector Expressway Typical Sections Board 
• Southport Connector Expressway Alternatives Evaluation Matrix 
• Northeast Connector Expressway Corridor Alternatives Board 
• Northeast Connector Expressway Environmental Constraints Board 
• Northeast Connector Expressway Typical Sections Board 
• Northeast Connector Expressway Alternatives Evaluation Matrix 
• Osceola Parkway Extension Corridor Alternatives Board  
• Osceola Parkway Extension Environmental Constraints Board 
• Osceola Parkway Extension Typical Sections Board 
• Osceola Parkway Extension Alternatives Evaluation Matrix 

 
 Meeting Attendance 
 
A total of 360 attendees signed in, including Tawny 
Olore, Osceola County Department of 
Transportation and Transit; Joshua Devries, 
Osceola County Department of Transportation and 
Transit; Nathan Blackwell, City of St. Cloud; and 
Nick Lepp, MetroPlan Orlando Manager of Long 
Range Planning.  
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Meeting Handouts 
 
The Corridor-wide Fact Sheet (spring 2018 edition), individual corridor fact sheets and comment forms  
were distributed to the attendees.  Participants were encouraged to discuss their thoughts and concerns  
regarding the study with project team members, and to submit written comments.   
 
Public Comments 
 
A total of 77 written comments were received during the public meeting. The information below reflects 
the general nature of the comments received.  Many comment forms touched on multiple topics, so 
referenced numbers may exceed the total number of comments.  The individual comment forms have 
been attached as part of the study record. 
 
 

Comment Categories and Related Statements (numbers in parentheses indicate how many times a 
comment or statement was made): 
 
POINCIANA PARKWAY EXTENSION / I-4 CONNECTOR: 

• 3A-5 is the best – least impacts and cheaper; going along CR 532 is the worst. 
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SOUTHPORT CONNECTOR EXPRESSWAY: 
• For the Southport Connector alternatives 200 and 300 are the best. They are close to the lake 

and are farthest from the TNC/DWP smoke shed. 
 
NORTHEAST CONNECTOR EXPRESSWAY: 

• Keep away from Lake Gentry. (2) 
• Preferred blue/yellow route for less impact in mature neighborhoods and natural/recreation 

area. 
• Bay Lake Ranch residents oppose the Northeast Connector Expressway’s encroachment near our 

homes. 
• Remove corridor E from further consideration. 
• Stay out of Suburban Estates. (21) 

o Important natural and recreation area. 
o Negative impact to property. 

 
OSCEOLA PARKWAY EXTENSION: 

• Stay out of Lake Ajay Village. (29) 
o Preserve this established neighborhood. 
o It is a unique neighborhood with large lots.  
o Family neighborhood more than 40 years 

old. 
• Stay out of Split Oak Forest. (5) 

o Land was purchased for conservation. 
o Important natural resource. 
o Concern for native flora and fauna. 

• Most logical alignment is 1A. (11) 
o Stay away from neighborhoods while still preserving much of Split Oak Forest.  

• Move line farther south (reference Split Oak Forest). 
• The East 5 route is unacceptable (goes through property). 
• The 4C route is a good compromise. 
• Please do not build to the north of Lake Ajay; stay away from Clapp Simms Duda. 
• Split Oak Forest should be compromised before neighborhoods. (5) 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS: 

• Consider alternatives that don’t displace animals or humans. (5) 
• Upset with presentation, meeting style. (2) 
• Ensure land purchase for wildlife conservation. 
• No toll roads; work on local roads first. 
• We don’t need all these roads and development. (2) 
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The following summary addresses 384 emailed comments received through March 7, following Public 
Meetings held February 13, February 15 and February 21, 2018. The information below reflects the 

general nature of comments received. Many emails touched 
on multiple topics, so referenced numbers may exceed the 
total number of emailed comments.  The individual emails also 
were scanned and are attached as part of the study record. 
 
Emailed Comment Categories and Related Statements 
(numbers in parentheses indicate how many times a 
comment or statement was made): 
 
 

POINCIANA PARKWAY EXTENSION / I-4 CONNECTOR: 
• Avoid impacts to Reunion Resort with Poinciana Extension. (8) 
• Oppose/strongly oppose Poinciana Parkway option 3A-3 and 3A-5. Support 2A. (34) 

o Poinciana Parkway has already added traffic congestion along CR 532 Osceola Polk Line 
Road and between all local communities, also between commercial and retail areas 
from Ronald Reagan Parkway to US 192 and from Highway 27 to US 17/92. Extending 
the parkway along CR 532 would only add more. 

o Why are high density residential developments being approved along current high 
traffic congested roads and why would additional Poinciana heavy traffic be routed 
through same heavy residential developing areas already having congested local traffic 
in all directions? 

o I-4 connector at Champions Gate would be a traffic disaster. 
o Negative impacts to Lake Wilson with 3A-3 

because of noise, congestion, pollution. 
o Elevated expressway along CR 532 is 

expensive and “ridiculous.” 
• Oppose any option 2A version, negative impact on 

Watson Court, Reunion. (10) 
• Residents of Thousand Oaks strongly oppose 3 and 

3A options. (14) 
o Impact to neighborhood and environment. 
o Negative impact to property values and 

negative economic impact. 
• Support options 3A-3 and 3A-5 for Poinciana Parkway; oppose 3-2, 3-5 and 2A. (11) 

o Less cost, less impact on utilities, less impact on the environment. 
• Strongly oppose alignment along CR 532. (25) 
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o Elevated four- lane, high-speed expressway a ridiculous design and extremely expensive. 
o Negative impacts to Reunion Resort. 

• Poinciana Parkway Extension / I-4 connection at SR 429 makes the most sense. (3) 
o Offers the most opportunity for through traffic to the Disney area without just dumping 

it onto I-4. 
• Putting a bridge over Old Wilson Road, with no ramps would force the traffic to use the I-4 

interchange and reduce the Old Wilson Road traffic to pre-Poinciana Parkway levels. 
• Must connect to I-4 at different location than Exit 58. Direct connection SR 429 is preferred. (2) 
• There are many concerned homeowners in our community wanting more detailed information 

on what is planned along Osceola Polk Line.   
• Extend SR 429 to US 17/92, but minimize 

impacts. (2)  
• Prefers option 2A-2. 
• Need to widen CR 532 to US 17/92. (3) 
• Alternatives for Poinciana Parkway Extension 

Connector to I-4 do not adequately address 
local traffic patterns or needs with the 
increased subdivision developments in south 
Osceola County and north east Polk County. 

• Strongly opposed to Poinciana Parkway 
extension options 2A or 3. 

 
SOUTHPORT CONNECTOR EXPRESSWAY: 

• Strongly support Southport Connector as long as Cypress Parkway expanded. 
 
NORTHEAST CONNECTOR EXPRESSWAY: 

• The most desirable alternative is for this connector to be located on the eastern outskirts of 
Harmony and Lake Conlon (Lake X). (5)  

• Strong opposition to Option A of the Northeast Connector Expressway, largely due to the 
number of families that would likely be impacted. 

• Please take into consideration all the folks that will be affected by the expressway in the Bay 
Lake Estates and Bay Lake Ranch communities – keep roadway as far east as possible. (2) 

 
OSCEOLA PARKWAY EXTENSION: 

• Support Friends of Split Oak option/stay out of Split Oak/Build only western portion. (85) 
• Why special treatment for Lake Ajay residents? Ridiculous for them to advocate for taking forest 

when other communities have the road closer or through them. 
• Either take the road through Southern Oaks or do not build at all. (3) 
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• Stay away from Lake Ajay – do not destroy this established community. (23) 
• If you allow this road to be built across Split Oak -- in violation of the Deed of Conservation -- 

you will be setting a precedent that will affect ALL protected lands in Florida. 
• Consider extending the SR 417 from east of Narcoossee Road to run south and east of the Split 

Oaks Forest.  (2) 
• Option West 2 seems to be best for everyone – does not take homes and is more cost-effective. 
• Would accept 1A with compensation package. (18) 
• Move water treatment plant. (12) 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS:   

• Lack of notification. (2) 
• Road will actually expand urban sprawl and add to congestion. (3) 
• At what point do you say enough is enough? Stop marketing the area and driving more people 

here. 
• The quick sprawl of development in this area is leaving no room for our native wildlife, and no 

areas of open space that is important to people’s well-being. (2) 
 

 
Publicizing Public Meeting Materials  

Display materials, the presentation and handouts were posted on the Concept Studies webpage 
(www.cfxway.com/agency-information/plans-studies/project-studies/public-involvement/)  on Friday,  

http://www.cfxway.com/agency-information/plans-studies/project-studies/public-involvement/
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February 26, 2018. Public meeting notices, photos and other meeting information were posted on the 
study Facebook page on January 23 and 31, and on February 6, 13 and 14, 2018. 

 

END OF MEETING SUMMARY 
 

This meeting summary was prepared by Mary Brooks, Public Involvement Coordinator at Quest 
Corporation of America on behalf of the Central Florida Expressway Authority. It is not verbatim, but is a 
summary of the meeting activities and comments received. If you feel something should be added or 
revised, please contact Mary Brooks by email at Mary.Brooks@QCAusa.com or by telephone 407-694-
5505 within five (5) days of receipt of this summary. 
 
 
















































































































































































































































