CENTRAL Concept, Feasibility

FLORIDA

sy & Mobility Studies

NORTHEAST CONNECTOR EXPRESSWAY EXTENSION (NECEE) ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY GROUP
(EAG)
MEETING #1 SUMMARY

Date/Time: Tuesday, June 26, 2018; 1:30 p.m. -3 p.m.
Location: Central Florida Expressway Authority (CFX), 4974 ORL Tower Road, Orlando, FL 32807, lbis

Conference Room

Attendees: Twenty EAG members and seven staff members attended. See sign-in sheets attached.

Northoast Connecior Expressway Extension Study
Central Florida Expressway Authority
General Location Map

e Project Background

BREVARD ¥

I. Notifications
Invitation letters were emailed to 93 members of the EAG on June
14, 2018.

Il. Welcome

Nicole Gough of Dewberry, CFX’s General Engineering Consultant
(GEC), called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m. and welcomed
everyone. She gave a brief introduction about the meeting and
provided safety, housekeeping and Title VI information. Attendees
introduced themselves and the organizations they represented.

Ill. NECE Extension Presentation
Ralph Bove, Consultant Project Manager with Volkert, presented the
following information, including:

Project limits are roughly from US 192 on the south end to where State Road (SR) 50 meets SR
520 on the north end; the study area is bordered by the Econlockhatchee (Econ) watershed on
the west and the St. Johns River watershed on the east. This corridor was identified as Corridor |
in the East Central Florida Corridors Task Force report. A majority of this runs through Deseret

Ranches property.
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e Purpose & Need
A unique factor in this area is that it includes the North
Ranch Sector Plan.

e Project Goals
- Improve connections to east-west corridors
- Enhance mobility

Incorporate transit options

Promote regional north-south connectivity

e Project Schedule
The study started in March 2018 and is scheduled to last 15 months. This is the kickoff EAG
meeting. There will be more EAG and public meetings scheduled, and stakeholder engagement
is occurring throughout.

e Background & History
This corridor resulted through work from the East Central Florida Corridor Task Force (ECFCTF);
How Shall We Grow, a regional growth planning initiative; and the Central Florida Water
Initiative. It is integral to the planning of the North Ranch Sector Plan adopted by Osceola
County Board of County Commissioners in September 2015. This is early in the planning stages.

e Regional Context
Ralph Bove reviewed a map that showed how the North Ranch Sector Plan study area relates to
downtown Orlando, employment centers, existing and planned rail alignments, and potential
multi-modal facilities.

e Project Status
As of today, the study is underway with:
- Document reviews
- Public Involvement Program
- Stakeholder meetings
- Beginning of concept development

¢ Environmental Considerations
Environmental considerations will be evaluated and
re-evaluated through each study phase.

e Environmental Framework

Ralph discussed an exhibit that depicted public lands,
mitigation banks, Cocoa wellfields, regional conservation
land, wetlands (25 acres or greater), Econ River
protections, reservoirs, wildlife corridors, and the Econ
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wetland/mosaic. With these constraints, the available corridor greatly narrows between
the Econ River and St. Johns River systems.

e North Ranch Sector Plan
Osceola County adopted the sector plan in September 2015. The transportation plan is well laid
out in the sector plan.

e Corridor Options

Considerations include:

- North Ranch Corridor

- ECFCTF Corridor |

- Working with state partners as this extends to the intersection of SR 50 & SR 520.

- Arelationship with the previously studied Northeast Connector Expressway (NEC) and
Osceola Parkway Extension. This study slightly overlaps the NEC study area and there
potentially are opportunities to evaluate connections to Nova Road or a future Osceola
Parkway Extension.

e Public Involvement
- A public meeting is scheduled to be held late this year or in early 2019.
- The study team is meeting with stakeholders.
- Partnerships with regulatory agencies are a critical part of the study.

e Documentation
This will be the first study report for this corridor and it is anticipated that it will be re-evaluated
in later years. This will serve as a foundation for future studies.

Iv. Questions & Discussion
Nicole Gough invited questions and discussion on the presentation.

Bob Mindick, Osceola County Environmental Land Conservation Program: You need to go beyond the
boundaries farther than you have. How you’re going to get wildlife movement from the west side of the
study area and be able to provide connection to the St. Johns River on the east side. .... Where you have
these bigger corridors just outside of the boundaries. You need to show how those will be functional,
then it makes more sense ... for connections from east to west. Makes more sense to fine tune and
include the Triple N (Ranch Wildlife Management Area), Hal Scott (Preserve), Lake Lizzie (Conservation
Area), etc., to show where the wildlife connections are, especially east-west.

Brian Barnett, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC): We'll be very active in
developing this. There’s a whole lot that goes into it and you haven’t even started yet.

Nicole Gough, Dewberry: This is the 100,000-feet level view of this process.

Nicole asked if the transportation agencies had any concerns, such as logical north-south parameters.
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Henry Pinzon, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise (FTE): This looks like a logical connection.

Rax Jung, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise: You need to take a look ...to see if the traffic demands will be
able to justify the improvements.

Ralph Bove, Volkert Project Manager: FDOT District Five is also doing some travel demand forecasting.
We will have a sharing of information. This project we’re doing is a first look at establishing right-of-way
limits for a future corridor. ... We have travel demand ... that goes out to 2080. We will have some
element of traffic forecasting.

Rax Jung, FTE: Okay. When you come to the public involvement stage, people will start questioning if
there is no traffic.

Brian Barnett, FFWCC: How independent is this from the NEC?

Nicole Gough, Dewberry: The Northeast Connector study recently concluded. This is a concept study
more in line with other agreements; it’s an independent study. If the opportunity presents itself, where
they might be able to share ... where the preferred alignments were initially presented for that NEC... It
would have to be determined if it makes sense to combine or keep them separate.

Brian Barnett, FFWCC: Would one have to come before the other?

Jonathan Williamson, Dewberry: They would truly be independent. The Northeast Connector would
work its way off the Turnpike to the Northeast District; that’s its primary focus.

Brian Barnett, FFWCC: So, this could be built without that?
Jonathan Williamson, Dewberry: Potentially. Segments or phases of it could be built.

Casey Lyon, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Five: Please add caracara to the
environmental fatal flaws. We have them on SR 46.

Bob Mindick, Osceola County Environmental Land
Conservation Program: Yes, we have a lot of caracara in
this area.

Beth Jackson, Orange County Environmental Protection
Department: You show you’re impacting TM Econ
Mitigation Bank Phase 4, Savage Christmas Creek, East
Regional Park, Pine Lily Preserve and other areas. And
some of those have agreements with others.

Ralph Bove, Volkert PM: We've been working with Alissa

Torres (Orange County) and her folks; not sure if we popped that into our base map yet.

[Post-meeting Note: Ralph Bove noted many of these resources are shown on our base map in relation to
our study area boundary, which is outlined in red on the map and touches these resources. As we begin
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to develop actual corridor alignment locations within the study area boundaries, our goal will be to avoid
and/or minimize these areas as much as possible.]

Bob Mindick, Osceola County Environmental Land Conservation Program: Even though they're
independent projects from others, those connections are combined. If you make bad connections on the
others, you have a complete failure over the long term. Those considerations need to be really up front
in the beginning. You're going to have east-west portions in spots. They’ll go over pretty sensitive
wetland areas. You need to identify up front where you might do a crossover or overpass, as opposed to
a surface road. A couple of spots could be identified up front to allay those concerns.

Jeff Jones, Osceola County Expressway
Authority Executive Director: Will you look at
travel demands with and without the
Northeast Connector?

Ralph Bove, Volkert PM: We'll need to talk to
the CFX traffic revenue folks.

Jonathan Williamson, Dewberry: We'll have
that discussion with CDM Smith on how they’ll analyze that traffic. For the concept studies we did a dual
approach; some scenarios ran with and without certain projects. We'll probably take a similar approach
with this one as well.

Lori Sellers, FDOT District Five: We're also doing travel demand modeling for this area. That’s a
consideration for us.

Bill Graf, South Florida Water Management District: Looks like the biggest chunk is in the St. Johns
River Water Management District (SIRWMD). Unfortunately, they’re not here. Once there’s an
alignment then we will look at the regulatory hurdles. We’ll keep an eye on it and see if anything pops
up. I'll contact Susan Davis, SIRWMD, to make sure she’s involved.

Henry Pinzon, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise: It looks like it makes more sense to extend the Northeast
Connector north, rather than two competing corridors.

Bob Mindick, Osceola County Environmental Land Conservation Program: You should quickly identify
all the different agencies that have properties along here for smoke corridors for fire management. They
need enough area for lift to occur with prescribed burns.

Nicole Gough, Dewberry: Hopefully with the stakeholder meetings they’ll include that.

Bob Mindick, Osceola County Environmental Land Conservation Program: The FFWCC would be a
crucial player in that.

Brian Barnett, FFWCC: By 2080 there will be so much development that the areas we’re worried about
will become the alignment by defaults.
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Bob Mindick, Osceola County Environmental Land
Conservation Program: We just worry about the
alignments we have and the short timeframes we
have to burn. Part of the toll road operation should go
toward increased management cost that FFWCC and
environmental agencies have for managing around
roads.

Kelly Wiener, Florida Trail Association: Thanks for
having us in the meeting. It does appear that the trails
are being considered. We have the national scenic
trail that is congressionally designated going through
this area. It also goes through some Orange County properties ... Pine Lily and Savage Christmas Creek.
The scenic value is critical, and we’re concerned about keeping it scenic.

Bob Mindick, Osceola County Environmental Land Conservation Program: Might also consider
underpasses for the trail crossings.

There being no further discussion, Nicole concluded the meeting at 2:15 p.m. She advised that there will
be another EAG around November and the public meeting will be held in January 2019. It was noted
that the EAG presentation would be emailed to the attendees, and also posted on the study webpage.

END OF SUMMARY
This meeting summary was prepared by Kathy Putnam, Public Involvement Coordinator at Quest
Corporation of America. Itis not verbatim, but is a summary of the meeting activities and overall
discussion. If you feel something should be added or revised, please contact Kathy Putnam by email at
Kathy.putnam@gqcausa.com or by telephone 407-690-7220 within five days of receipt of this summary.
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Thomas Hawkins 1000 Friends of Florida P.O. Box 5948 Tallahassee, FL 32314- friends@1000fof.org
5948
Charles Lee Audubon Society — Central Florida | 4500 Biscayne Boulevard; Miami, FL 33137 Chlee2@earthlink.net
Suite 205
Rick Baird Orange County Audubon Society 1920 North Forest Avenue Orlando, FL 32803 Rick Baird

Deborah Green

Orange County Audubon Society

1920 North Forest Avenue

Orlando, FL 32803

sabalpress@mac.com;
watermediaservices@icloud.com;
watermediaservices@mac.com,
watermediaservices@me.com

Council

Sandy Webb Audubon Society — Kissimmee P.0O. Box 420115 Kissimmee, FL 34742 slwebbzeit@gmail.com
Valley
Larry Rosen Audubon Society — Kissimmee LarryRosen@CFL.RR.com ;
Valley S
Patricia Steed Central Florida Regional Planning | 535 E. Church Street Bartow, FL 33830 psteed@cfrpc.org

Mike Knight

Brevard County Environmentally
Endangered Lands Program

91 East Drive

Melbourne, FL 32904

Mike.Knight@breBrevardfl.gov

Virginia Barker

Brevard County Natural
Resources

2725 Judge Fran Jamieson
Way

Viera, FL 32940

Virginia.Barker@brevardfl.org

Mary Ellen Donner

Brevard County Parks and
Recreation

2725 Judge Fran Jamieson
Way

Viera, FL 32940

MaryEllen.Donner@brevardfl.gov

Erin Sterk

Brevard County Planning &
Zoning

Erin.sterk@brevardfl.gov

Traci Deen

Conservation Trust for Florida

1731 NW 6'" Street; Suite D

Gainesville, FL 32609

traci@conserveflorida.org
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Ginny Jones Florida Department of State — 500 S. Bronough Street Tallahassee, FL 32399- Ginny.jones@dos.myflorida.com
Division of Historical Resources 0250
Timothy Parsons Florida Department of State — 500 S. Bronough Street Tallahassee, FL 32399- Timothy.parsons@dos.myflorida.com
Division of Historical Resources 0250
Alex Holtkamp Florida Department of 719 S. Woodland Blvd. Deland, FL 32720 Alexandra.holtkamp@dot.state.fl.us P
Transportation — District 5 @{

Mansoor Khuwaja

Florida Department of 719 S. Woodland Blvd. Deland, FL 32720 Mkhuwaja@hanson-inc.com
Transportation — District 5

Casey Lyon Florida Department of 719 S. Woodland Blvd. Deland, FL 32720 Casey.lyon@dot.state.fl.us ;
Transportation — District 5 5 D- |
Lori Sellers Florida Department of 719 S. Woodland Blvd. Deland, FL 32720 lori.sellers@dot.state.fl.us LR
Transportation — District 5 ﬁ?&
Brian Stanger Florida Department of 719 S. Woodland Blvd. DelLand, FL 32720 Brian.stanger@dot.state.fl.us
Transportation — District 5
Alison Stettner Florida Department of 719 S. Woodland Blvd. Deland, FL 32720 Alison.Stettner@dot.state.fl.us |
Transportation — District 5 | J
Bill Walsh Florida Department of 719 S. Woodland Blvd. Deland, FL 32720 William.walsh@dot.state.fl.us |
Transportation — District 5 |
John Zielinski Florida Department of 719 S. Woodland Blvd. Deland, FL 32720 John.Zielinski@dot.state.fl.us 1
Transportation — District 5
Katasha Cornwell Florida Department of 605 Suwannee Street Tallahassee, FL 32399 katasha.cornwell@dot.state.fl.us
Transportation — Office of Env.
Management
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Alex Stigliano

Florida Trail Association

5415 SW 13! Street

Gainesville, FL 32609

Alex@floridatrail.org

Martin Horwitz

Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise

Turkey Lake Service Plaza,
Milepost 263

Ocoee, FL 34761

Martin.horowitz@dot.state.fl.us

Rax Jung
—
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Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise

Turkey Lake Service Plaza,
Milepost 263

Ocoee, FL 34761

Rax.ju ng@dot.state.fl.us

Henry Pinzon

Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise

Turkey Lake Service Plaza,
Milepost 263

Ocoee, FL 34761

Henry.pinzon@dot.state.fl.us

The Nature Conservancy —
Florida Field Office

2500 Maitland Center
Parkway; Suite 311

Maitland, FL 32751

Tricia.martin@tnc.org

Anthony Cotter

Orange County — Planning

Division

P.O. Box 1393

Orlando, FL 32802

Anthony.cotter@ocfl.net

Renzo Nastasi

Orange County — Planning
Division

P.O. Box 1393

Orlando, FL 32802

Renzo.nastasi@ocfl.net

Brian Sanders

Orange County — Planning
Division

P.0O. Box 1393

Orlando, FL 32802

Brian.sanders@ocfl.net

Alissa Torres

Orange County — Planning
Division

P.O. Box 1393

Orlando, FL 32802

Alissa.@ocfl.net

201 S. Rosalind Avenue

Orlando, FL 32801

Jennifer.Thompson@ocfl.net

Environmental Division

Jennifer Thompson Orange County BoCC Dist. 4

Emily Bonilla Orange County BoCC Dist. 5 201 S. Rosalind Avenue Orlando, FL 32801 Emily.bonilla@ocfl.net

Beth Jackson Orange County — 800 Mercy Drive; Suite 4 Orlando, FL 32808 Beth.jackson@ocfl.net léj 5/ |
|\ .l ge oz
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[ Bob Mindick

Osceola County Environmental

Lands Conservation Program

1 Courthouse Square; Suite
1400

Kissimmee, FL 34741

Rubert.mindick@nsceula.urg

Atlee Mercer

Osceola County Expressway
Authority

3 Courthouse Square; Second
Floor

Kissimmee, FL 34741

Atlee.mercer@osceolaxway.com

Tawny Olore

Osceola County Expressway
Authority

3 Courthouse Square; Second
Floor

Kissimmee, FL 34741

Tawny.olore@osceola.org

Marjorie Holt

Sierra Club — Florida Regional
Office

1900 Central Avenue

St. Petersburg, FL
33712

rnarjnriehnIt@earthlink.net

_Juhn Puhek

Management District

Parkway; Suite 200

Sierra Club — Florida Regional 1900 Central Avenue St. Petersburg, FL flsquirrel@aol.com
Office 33712
William Graf South Florida Water 1707 Orlando Central Orlando, FL 32809 wgraf@sfwmd.gov
Management District Parkway; Suite 200 w@ Q;’
Marc Ady South Florida Water 1707 Orlando Central Orlando, FL 32809 mady@sfwmd.gov

Way

Laura Carter Space Coast TPO 2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Melbourne, FL 32940 Laura.carter@brevardfl.gov
Way
Georganna Gillette Space Coast TPO 2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Melbourne, FL 32940 Georganna.gillette@brevardfl.gov

Andre Anderson

City of St. Cloud — Planning &
Zoning

1300 9t Street; City Hall First
Floor

St. Cloud, FL 34769

Andre.anderson@stcloud.org

Jacob Cummings

City of St. Cloud — Planning &
Zoning

1300 9t" Street; City Hall First
Floor

St. Cloud, FL 34769

Jacob.cummings@stcloud.org

Stephanie Holtkamp

City of St. Cloud — Planning &
Zoning

1300 9th Street; City Hall First
Floor

St. Cloud, FL 34769

sholtkamp@stcloud.org
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Kissimmee, FL 34741
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st Connector Expressway Extension
Tower Road, Orlando, FL 32807

Email Address

bwheeler@tohowater.com

District

Andrew Phillips US Army Corps of Engineers — Jacksonville | P.O. Box 4970 Jacksonville, FL 32232 Andrew.w.phillips@usace.ar
District my.mil
Jeffrey Collins US Army Corps of Engineers — Jacksonville | P.O. Box 4970 Jacksonville, FL 32232 Jeffrey.s.collins@usace.army.
District mil
Randy Turner US Army Corps of Engineers — Jacksonville | P.O. Box 4970 Jacksonville, FL 32232 Randy.l.turner@usace.army.

mil

Denise Tennessee

US EPA — Region 4

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal
Center; 61 Forsyth SW

Atlanta, GA 30303-8960

Tennessee.Denise@Epa.gov

John Wrublik

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

1339 20" Street

Vero Beach, FL 32960-3559

John.wrublik@fws.gov

Zakia Williams

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

1339 20" Street

Vero Beach, FL 32960-3559

zakia williams@fws.gov

Darren Vierday

US Rep. Darren Soto’s Office (FL oth Dist.)

Darren.Vierday@mail.house.
gov

Initials
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Laurie Ann Defenders of Wildlife - Florida 1 Rankin Avenue; Second Asheville, NC 28801 Laurie.macdonald@defenders.org
MacDonald Floor
Don Whyte Deseret Ranches dwhyte@deseretranches.com
Hugh Harling East Central Florida Regional 455 N. Garland Avenue; Orlando, FL 32801 hharling@ecfrpc.org

Planning Council Fourth Floor
Fred Milch East Central Florida Regional 455 N. Garland Avenue; Orlando, FL 32801 fmilch@ecfrpc.org

Planning Council Fourth Floor

Jennifer Rubiello

Environment Florida

3110 1%t Avenue N.; Suite
2000

St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Nahir DeTizio

Federal Highway Administration

400 W. Washington Street;

Orlando, FL 32801

Nahir.detizio@dot.gov

(FHWA) Suite 4200
Joseph Sullivan Federal Highway Administration 400 W. Washington Street; Orlando, FL 32801 Joseph.sullivan@dot.gov
(FHWA) Suite 4200

Michael Facente

Florida Department of Agriculture
— Fresh from Florida

Michael.Facente@FreshFromFlorida.c

om

Sean Gallagher

Florida Department of Agriculture
— Fresh from Florida

8431 S. Orange Blossom Trail

Orlando, FL 32809

Sean.gallagher@freshfromflorida.com

Will Kitchings

Florida Department of Agriculture
— Fresh from Florida

8431 S. Orange Blossom Trail

Orlando, FL 32809

Initials

Will kitchings@freshfromflorida.com

Kacee Johnson

Florida Department of
Environmental Protection

3900 Commonwealth Blvd.

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Kacee.l.johnson@dep.state.fl.us

Linda Reeves

Florida Department of
Environmental Protection

3900 Commonwealth Blvd.

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Linda.reeves@dep.state.fl.us
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Brian Barnett

Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission

620 S. Meridian Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-
1600

Brian.barnett@myfwc.com

Laura DiGruttolo

Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission

620 S. Meridian Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-
1600

Laura.digruttolo@myfwc.com

Jason Hight

Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission

620 S. Meridian Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-
1600

Jason.hight@myfwc.com

Richard Mospens

Florida Fish and Wildlife

620 S. Meridian Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-

Richard.mospens@myfwc.com

Conservation Commission 1600
Scott Sanders Florida Fish and Wildlife 620 S. Meridian Street Tallahassee, FL 32399- Scott.sanders@myfwc.com

Conservation Commission 1600 |
Tom Shupe Florida Fish and Wildlife 620 S. Meridian Street Tallahassee, FL 32399- Tom.shupe@myfwc.com

Conservation Commission 1600
David Turner Florida Fish and Wildlife 620 S. Meridian Street Tallahassee, FL 32399- David.turner@myfwc.com

Conservation Commission 1600

Dale Allen

Florida Greenways & Trails
Foundation

P.0O. Box 4142

Tallahassee, FL 32315

Wm.dale.allen@gmail.com

Peter Dunkleberg

Florida Native Plant Society —

petedunkpi@gmail.com

Tarflower Chapter

Jim Erwin Florida Native Plant Society — limerwin9@gmail.com
Tarflower Chapter

JarerAKETEDD Florida Trail Association 5415 SW 13" Street Gainesville, FL 32609 | JapePkkerson@floridateaitore
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Environmental Division

| Elizabeth Johnson Orange County — 3165 McCrory Place, Suite Orlando, FL 32803 Liz.johnson@ocfl.net
Environmental Protection 200
Division
David Jones Orange County — 800 Mercy Drive; Suite 4 Orlando, FL 32808 David.jones2@ocfl.net

| Neal Thomas

Orange County —
Environmental Protection
Division

800 Mercy Drive; Suite 4

Orlando, FL 32808

Neal.thomas@ocfl.net

Gail Piazza

Orange County — Parks &
Recreation Division

800 N. Orange Avenue

Orlando, FL 32801

Gail.piazza@ocfl.net

Regina Ramos

Amy Srndbun

Orange County — Parks &
Recreation Division

800 N. Orange Avenue

Orlando, FL 32801

Regina.ramns@ncﬂ.net

Amy . Bradbond @octl-n<g

Matt Suedmeyer

Orange County — Parks &
Recreation Division

800 N. Orange Avenue

Orlando, FL 32801

Matt.suedmeyer@ocfl.net

loshua DeVries

Osceola County

1 Courthouse Square

Kissimmee, FL 34741

Joshua.devries@osceola.org

Justin Eason

Osceola County

1 Courthouse Square

Kissimmee, FL 34741

Justin.eason@osceola.org

Kerry Godwin

Osceola County

1 Courthouse Square

Kissimmee, FL 34741

kgod@osceola.org

Caroline Horton

Osceola County

1 Courthouse Square

Kissimmee, FL 34741

Caroline.horton@osceola.org

Jeff Jones

Osceola County

1 Courthouse Square

Kissimmee, FL 34741

Jeff jones@osceola.org

OB

Mary Moskowitz

Osceola County

1 Courthouse Square

Kissimmee, FL 34741

Mary.moskowitz@osceola.org
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